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Incoming students set to have a virtual summer 
orientation
New students will still 
feel connected while 
social distancing

This summer, first-year student 
orientation at North Dakota State University 
will be held online rather than in-person to 
adhere to social distancing guidelines. This 
new “virtual orientation” will be a two-
part process with pre-recorded Blackboard 
sessions and a “virtual day” where students 
will be able to talk to advisers and register 
for their classes.

“It’s really going to mirror that on-
campus day where some pieces are big large 
group and some pieces are small one-on-
one.” Alyssa Teubner, the Coordinator of 
New Student Programs, said.

The first step of the orientation process 
is to complete the pre-recorded Blackboard 
sessions, which are normally offered at 
orientation. Some of these sessions include 
well-being in college and a session on how 
to buy textbooks.

These pre-recorded sessions will shorten 
the normal orientation day because students 
are able to watch the videos at any time once 
they have set up their Blackboard account.

Once the Blackboard sessions are 
completed, students are eligible to sign up 
for the virtual day session, which is a three-
part day where students will be doing real-
time connection making, speaking with 
advisers and getting registered for classes. 
The virtual day will have both large and 
small-group sessions and will likely be run 
through the video communications website 
Zoom.

There will be ten virtual day sessions 
with options for either morning or afternoon 
sessions. The sessions are from 9:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. or 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. and are 
on the following dates: June 10, 11, 18, 19, 
23 and 25 as well as July 8 and 28.

The first part of the virtual day will be 
a meeting with the student’s Hall Director 
or with Jordan Dadez, the Coordinator for 
Fraternity and Sorority Life, who works with 
commuter students. This allows students to 
meet others who are living in their halls and 
to meet the professional staff where they 
will be living.

Students will have the chance to ask 
individual questions about campus life, their 
classes and academic life, along with any 
other topics they are curious about.

The second and third parts of the virtual 
day will be with orientation leaders in small 
group sessions likely held through Zoom. 
“We’ll also have the opportunity to do 
breakout rooms and things like that, so it’ll 
go from meeting maybe one or two people to 
having 15 people in your group and you’re 
all having a discussion,” Teubner said.

“Advising will be a mix of large-groups, 
where you’re with other people in similar 
majors advising you what classes to look at 
and how to use our technology.”

“We can’t substitute face-to-face 
connection but we have tried to be really 
creative in how we’re going to engage 
students like releasing podcasts and 
grouping students by interests,” Teubner 

said. “Creating more of those connections 
over the summer is a great opportunity for 
us.”

Another addition that will be done by 
NDSU Admissions will be giving tours 
through Instagram Live.

“Students will maybe be able to see 
places that you wouldn’t have been able 

to see on orientation because we couldn’t 
specialize, whereas now we’ll get to 
highlight some really cool places behind the 
scenes,” Teubner said.

This virtual campus-tour through social 
media will be run by interns that are well-
trained in giving tours and training tour 
guides. These interns are supervised by 
Teubner as well as Admissions and they will 

take over some of NDSU’s social media. 
NDSU understands that some students 

will face obstacles in completing this 
virtual orientation due to technology and 
other potential issues. Students with these 
concerns are encouraged to reach out to 
Admissions and NDSU to work out a plan 
that will be successful for them.

“Everything is going to be on a case-
to-case basis. Someone may not have 
great internet or someone may not have 
the technology. We can always go back to 
emails and phone calls.” Teubner said. “We 
are wanting every single student to feel 
supported through this process.”

NDSU’s New Student Programs received 
a grant last year partly to be put towards 
online tools that will be part of NDSU’s 
online programs going into the future.

“We’re currently working on having 
some online things that are really beautiful 
and well-developed by a third party, but 
those take about a year and a half to design 
and we are designing them now,” Teubner 
said. 

NDSU hopes to use technology in an 
effective way to give first-year students the 
best virtual experiences they can. Students 
are encouraged to come prepared and be 
engaged with the virtual sessions and ask 
questions.

Teubner hopes students utilize this time 
to learn and become excited about campus 
so that they feel prepared when Welcome 
Week comes.

“Virtual is hard, but I think virtual has a 
lot of potential to be even more interactive 
than what students have experienced in the 
past. Their mindset is going to be everything 
for them to be successful with this,” Teubner 
said. 

“Virtual is hard, but I think 
virtual has a lot of potential to 

be even more interactive than what 
students have experienced in the past.”   
         — Alyssa Teubner, Coordinator of New 
                                                    Student Programs
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Earth Day celebrated virtually with social media challenges
Despite the pandemic, people showed the planet some love

April 22 marked the 50 
year anniversary of Earth 
Day. Though people couldn’t 
meet up with others in large 
groups to collect trash and 
celebrate our planet together, 
there were still many ways 
everyone could partake 
in some environmentally 
friendly activities.

Members of 
the Environmental 
Sustainability Club (ESC) 
talked about how they 
promoted Earth Day this 
year while maintaining 
social distancing.

Eric Christophersen, the 
ESC President, and Olivier 
Thiss, the ESC Treasurer, 
first addressed whether they 
thought people were still 
getting out to clean up trash 
on Earth Day.

“I do think people will 
be getting out and helping 
pick up because most people 
care about the wellbeing 
of their community,” 
Christophersen said. Both 
Christophersen and Thiss 
said they have seen people 
in their community picking 
up trash when out on walks 
within the past week.

Christophersen and Thiss 
also talked about how people 
can live sustainably while at 
home by giving some tips.

“I think right now is a 
great time to develop some 
eco-friendly hobbies,” 
Christophersen said. “The 
weather is finally warming 
up to the point that people 
can comfortably go outside 
for bike rides, walks and 
or other outdoor activities. 
You can also reduce your 
carbon footprint if you start 
to substitute some of your 
daily travel with biking.”

C h r i s t o p h e r s e n 
explained another advantage 
of the warmer weather is 
saving electricity. “Heating 
and cooling make up about 
48% of energy usage in 
U.S. homes, so that can be a 
noticeable deduction to the 

monthly bill.”
“Living sustainably is 

a matter of being a well-
educated consumer,” Thiss 
added. Thiss suggested 
people start thrifting and 
fixing broken objects before 
buying new.

Though the ESC 
couldn’t hold their week-
long Earth Day celebration 
this year, Christophersen 
and Thiss said they are still 
encouraging people to get 
out in their neighborhoods 
and pick up trash by having 
a social media challenge.

“A particular trend we’ve 
been sticking to is tagging 
our friends and family to go 
pick up something around 
their community after 
we’ve done it ourselves,” 
Christophersen said. “It’s 
kind of like an ‘eco Ice-
Bucket Challenge’ to 
encourage people to get 
outside and help out around 
their local community.”

“We hope it will help 
people get outside and to 
feel more in control of the 
environmental crisis,” Thiss 
said. “We truly believe 
that individuals can make 
an impact when working 
together.”

The ESC isn’t the only 
group promoting a cleaner 
planet through social media. 
The NDSU Volunteer 
Network encouraged 
students to spread positivity 
during Earth week with 
chalk art and trash clean-
ups.

Students could post 
pictures of their chalk art 
or of their efforts cleaning 
up trash in their community 
to the Volunteer Network’s 
social media for a chance 
to win a virtual gift card. 
Students were also able to 
log their clean-up work as 
service hours.

The FM Plastic Bag 
Task Force held a Trash 
Tag Challenge which 
started April 22 and is set 
to last until May 31 (or 
until supplies last) allowing 
anyone to take a picture of 
themselves cleaning up trash 

in their community with the 
tag #tarshtag and #FMPBTF 
to receive a BOGO punch 

card available to use at some 
local businesses. 

As this year proved 
no different for people to 

become aware of threats 
to the environment, 
Christophersen and Thiss 

both have concerns for the 
future of Earth Day.

“I am a fair bit worried 
that politicians and even 

average people are letting 
climate change and 
environmental well-being 

become a political matter 
over a factual crisis,” 
Christophersen said.

“Like COVID-19, we 

need to take a step back 
and look at what is most 
important first, and that is 
the value of human life. 
If we continue to put our 
own economic pursuits 
before addressing the risks 
to our own citizens and 
fellow human beings, I 
do not believe that we can 
call ourselves a respectable 
country anymore.”

Thiss talked about his 
concerns for the future of 
Earth Day saying, “I think 
that people feel a loss of 
control when it comes to 
the issue of environmental 
sustainability and that 
simply isn’t true. Every day 
we have a choice.”

Meghan Arbegast
Head News Editor

“I think that people feel a loss of 
control when it comes to the issue of 

environmental sustainability and that simply 
isn’t true. Every day we have a choice.” 
                       — Olivier Thiss, Environmental  
                            Sustainability Club Treasurer
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Harvard report details 
reopening of  economy
The four phase plan attempts to reopen economy by August

A report released on April 20 by 
Harvard University details a four-
phase plan to reopen the economy. 
The plan is called Roadmap 
to Pandemic Resilience and it 
details all of the necessary steps to 
prevent the economy from closing 
again due to the rise and fall of 
cases of COVID-19. The report 
brings professionals from multiple 
different fields together to create 
the most comprehensive plan 
possible. The report details that 
there will need to be an increase 
in testing, tracing and supported 
isolation for the plan to work. 
Without this plan, the economy 
will have the potential to close and 
reopen multiple times over the next 
12-18 months.

Testing, Tracing and 
Supported Isolation

Currently, testing in the United 
States is still limited. Only those 
who are symptomatic and those 
who are at high risk for potential 
exposure are being tested, like 
essential employees. Then those 
who were in contact with that 
person are isolated and quarantined 
but not always tested. The report 
proposes a different method of 
testing. Testing would still be 
done on symptomatic individuals 
and those who are at high risk 

of being exposed. However, 
those who were in contact with a 
positive individual, whether they 
are symptomatic or not, will have 
access to a test. Individuals who 
test negative will not have to be 
quarantined and will continue 
to be tested during the possible 
incubation period.

For this to happen, the U.S. 
will need to have the ability to 
conduct around five million tests 
per day by the beginning of June. 
That number then rises to around 
20 million tests per day by mid-
summer to ensure a safe reopening 
of the economy. While different 
agencies report slightly different 
data, in the U.S. around 100,000 
tests are being conducted daily.

Contact tracing would also 
have to improve to more accurately 
conduct testing. John Hopkins 
University suggested hiring around 
100,000 extra people to help with 
contact tracing around the United 
States. The goal of these contact 
tracers would be to trace every 
positive COVID-19 case to test 
those possibly exposed. As well 
as possibly using an app that 
could track people’s movement. 
After an individual would test 
positive, those that possibly came 
into contact with him/her would 
be alerted and testing would be 
recommended. Apps of this kind 
have been used in Taiwan and have 
shown to be effective. Several 
European countries are considering 
adopting a similar response.

Supported isolation would 
include programs to ensure those 
who test positive have job security 
and will still be paid during their 
quarantine. As well as receive 
other support such as access to 
health care and medical supplies.

Reopening the economy
After establishing these 

programs, the economy can begin 
to reopen in four phases. During all 
of these phases, large-scale testing 
will be very important to prevent 
the spread of the virus as much 
as possible. Tests will need to be 
available to anyone who may need 
one and thorough tracing must be 
done to address any other potential 
positive cases.

The first phase will work 
to support current essential 
employees. Currently, the U.S. 
doesn’t have the ability to test 
all essential workers to ensure 
the virus is not being spread 
between employees. Because 
these individuals are unable 
to completely follow social 
distancing guidelines, they are at 
higher risk of contracting the virus. 
The goal of this phase is to ensure 
employees currently working are 
not spreading the virus at work. 
This will include identifying, 
isolating, treating and temporarily 
replacing sick workers. By 
increasing the number of tests 
available these employees will be 
able to be tested often. This will 
allow sick employees to be isolated 

to prevent spreading the virus. 
Large-scale testing should begin 
with the most vulnerable to the 
virus, like health care workers and 
those working in nursing homes, 
assisted living facilities and other 
similar businesses. Then extending 
to less vulnerable workers like food 
service employees. During this 
phase, a majority of the population 
would still be observing social 
isolation. This phase would begin 
in May.

Phase two will work to 
address the shortage of essential 
employees. This will involve 
increasing the number of those in 
essential jobs. Individuals who are 
considered non-essential would be 
retrained to support the shortage of 
current essential employees. This 
phase would address problems 
in the supply chain, so people 
have access to the products they 
need like food and toiletries. 
This phase would also attempt to 
return employees in maintenance, 
construction, research and other 
essential fields that are currently 
not able to work. This phase would 
take place during the majority of 
June.

Phase three will work to bring 
back non-essential employees 
who are unable to do their jobs 
from home. This would include 
places like hair and nail salons 
and other personal services. As 
well as the manufacturing of non-
essential products. Precautions, 
like wearing face masks and only 

serving a limited number of clients 
at a time, will be required. Other 
options like delivery and at-home 
services may also be expanded to 
serve individuals still in isolation. 
This phase lasts around two weeks 
in early July.

In the final phase, all employees 
will return to work. This will 
include all essential and non-
essential employees, even those 
with the ability to work from home. 
This phase will see the reopening 
of restaurants, bars and other non-
essential businesses. Precautions 
like wearing masks in public, less 
seating in restaurants, cancelation 
of large events and slight physical 
distancing will still be prevalent 
until a vaccine has been developed 
and mass-produced. During this 
phase, students and staff will be 
able to return to school. This phase 
would occur in late July and early 
August.  

This plan is projected to cost 
between 50 to 500 billion dollars 
over two years. However, with 
the economy closed, the U.S. is 
losing around 100 to 350 billion 
per month. While closing and 
reopening the economy multiple 
times over the next 12-18 months 
is projected to cost around 500 
billion to 3.5 trillion. To read the 
full report go to ethics.harvard.
edu/covid-roadmap. Also included 
is a video explaining the plan in 
under 14 minutes.

Brayden Zenker
Co-News Editor
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HELP WANTED:
Elks Camp Grassick 
is a summer camp 
serving children and 
adults with physical 
and intellectual 
disabilities; owned and 
operated by the North 
Dakota Elks. Working 
at Camp Grassick 
is a rewarding 
and unforgettable 

summer job where 
you can expect to 
gain experience 
and learn skills that 
will be an asset 
to any profession, 
especially education, 
medicine, and service 
professions. Available 
positions include: 
Counselors, nurse, 
recreation staff, crafts 

instructors, lifeguard, 
kitchen staff, speech 
therapy assistants, 
reading instructors, 
and occupational 
therapy assistants. 
For more information 
or an application, 
please visit our 
website at www.
elkscampgrassick.com.

CLASSIFIEDS

Now Hiring 
Writers

Build 
   and get 

your portfolio 
PAID for it
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Quaran-tunes
Artists across genres release timely songs, whether they intended to or not

The global COVID-19 
pandemic has been hard on 
everyone, including artists. 
With music venues closed, 
tours canceled or postponed 
and album releases up in 
the air musicians, like many 
others, suddenly have more 
time on their hands.

For some, this has led 
them to pen songs that 
speak to the uncertain times. 
Others simply released 
songs as planned that took 
on a different meaning.

Below are a few such 
songs. This is by no means 
meant to be an exhaustive 
list.

‘The World is 
Ending’– Brent Cobb

In an article by Lorie 
Liebig for “the Boot,” 
Cobb said the song was not 
originally talking about the 
current global pandemic, 
even though he admits the 
song fits the times.

Instead, the song was 
written back in 2011 when 
conspiracy theorists believed 
the end times would be 
brought about by the end of 
the Mayan calendar.

Cobb recorded the track 
last December but said in a 
statement, “I didn’t plan to 
release this song, but in light 
of the current situation, here 
it goes.” The artist told his 
fans to “stay safe out there. 
Let’s love each other...from 
a distance.”

Cobb’s vocals walk 
down deserted streets 
of acoustic guitar while 
tumbleweed drums roll by 
blown by the soft breeze of 
keys. The result is haunting 
and irresistible.

‘There is No I in 
Beer’– Brad Paisley

The latest track from 
Brad Paisley is a fun track 
that throws it back to Paisley 
at the beginning of his 
career. With the humor of 
“Ticks,” “Me Neither” and 
“Alcohol,” “There is No I in 
Beer” is a song that is fun to 
sing along to.

Paisley originally wrote 
the track in 2018 with Kelley 
Lovelace but had yet to 
release it when the pandemic 
began. After updating some 
of the lyrics, he released the 
song on April 15. Toward 
the end of the song, Paisley 
added a toast to those 
keeping the country going 
including first responders, 
truck drivers, farmers and 
nurses.

Paisley has also been 
reaching out to fans in a way 
that goes hand in hand with 
the message of the song. On 
social media, the country 
artist told fans to leave 
their virtual happy hour 

conference call links in the 
comments.

According to a Billboard 
article, Paisley has since 
crashed a virtual 21 birthday 
celebration, joined a group 
of elementary teachers and 
a healthcare workers’ video 
call.

The rollicking guitar sets 
the mood from the start. 
Paisley told Associated 
Press that the song is not 
only fun. “It’s not just a 
‘We’ll get through whatever 
you’re going through’ thing. 
It’s literally a rallying cry. 
It’s a fight song,” Paisley 
said.

‘Stay Home’– Big & 
Rich

It is no secret that John 
Rich and “Big Kenny” 
Alphin like to have a laugh, 
but with “Stay Home,” they 
are also trying to make a 
point.

In an interview with 
CMT, Rich said the song “ 
is basically a public service 
announcement wrapped in a 
country song. It puts a grin 
on your face but reminds us 
all to do the most important 
thing we could do right now, 
and this is to ‘Stay Home.’”

The song’s verses 
humorously talk about 
pandemic struggles such 
as homeschooling, raw 
hands from washing and 
hand sanitizer, staying in 
the clothes you slept in and 
running out of toilet paper. 
The latter serves as the 
album art for the song.

The chorus tells listeners 
“stay home/ stay home/ no 
reason in the world for you 
to roam/ we’re all in this 
together/ no friend you ain’t 
alone/ all you gotta do is stay 
home.”

In the music video for 
the song, Rich sits with his 
acoustic guitar next to his 
guitar-shaped pool as Alphin 
wears a welding helmet and 
eating Peace Love & Happy 
Hour peanuts through Rich’s 
laptop. The video also uses 
various fan-submitted home 
videos.

‘Stay Away’– Randy 
Newman

For many, Randy 
Newman’s voice is 
synonymous with the “Toy 
Story” movies. He is the 
voice behind “You’ve Got a 
Friend in Me,” “I Can’t Let 
You Throw Yourself Away,” 
“I Will Go Sailing No More” 
and “Strange Things.” 
Newman has also created 
original music for multiple 
movies, most recently “A 
Marriage Story.”

“Stay Away” started 
out as a public service 
announcement about social 
distancing for Los Angeles 
but warped into a love 
song for Newman’s wife 
Gretchen.

Newman mixes humor, 
heartfelt sentiment and 
pandemic information 
into the track. At one point 
showing surprise that his 
wife can put up with him 
24/7 every day during the 
lockdown. At another, he 
tells listeners to wash their 
hands, not touch their faces 
and, of course, stay away.

‘Inside Friend’– Leon 
Bridges and John 
Mayer

While the title of the 
song may suggest it was 
written specifically for the 
lockdowns and stay at home 
orders currently in place 
around the country, that is 
not the case.

The song was actually 
written last year and came 
out of a conversation 
about an ideal date for 
Bridges. In a statement, 
Bridges explained that as 
an introvert who is often 
away from home touring, 
he would rather chill with 
a date at home than go out 
somewhere.

“’Inside Friend’ stayed 
on the backburner for a while 
because it didn’t fit within 
the context of my third 
project, but the current state 
we’re in globally compelled 
us to dig this back up and 
finish it. I hope people find it 
soothing and uplifting while 
we hole up indoors and get 

through this,” Bridges said.

‘Lay Your Head on 
Me’– Major Lazer 
and Marcus Mumford

The fact that this song 
of love and support fits 
in well with the times is 
a coincidence. As with 
others on this list, the track 
was actually written and 
recorded last year.

Anthony Mason for CBS 
This Morning said that the 
music video, which included 
home videos from Mumford 
and fans from 29 different 
countries “’Lay Your Head 
on Me’ almost feels like a 
global group hug.”

In the interview with 
CBS Mumford said that 
videoing his parts took 
multiple takes because of 
background noise, including 
his kids scolding him for 
sitting on the kitchen table 
because it was against the 
rules.

The song assures that 
better days are ahead and 
that we will all get through 
this together.

‘Bored in the 
House, Pt. 2’– Ajay 
Stephens

Since the pandemic 
forced people to self-
quarantine and stay at home 
orders were put in place, 
the original “Bored in the 

House” by Tyga and Curtis 
Roach blew up on TikTok. 
To say the song is grating is 
putting it nicely. The most 
frustrating part is that it 
instantly gets stuck in your 
head.

Luckily, Ajay Stephens 
created a much smoother 
version he titled “Bored in 
the House, Pt. 2.” Of course, 
this song is already making 
the rounds on Tiktok, but the 
original won’t die anytime 
soon.

‘Coronavirus’– Tom 
MacDonald

To those who have 
followed rapper Tom 
MacDonald’s career, it was 
a question of when not if he 
would write a track about 
COVID-19. The song is 
heavy with meaning and 
drives home the uncertainty 
and fear many are facing 
currently.

MacDonald also talks 
about how some people 
continue to deny that the 
pandemic is a serious 
problem and get others 
sick as a result, as well as 
hoarders of necessities.

Youtube channel Too 
LIT Mafia known for their 
music reaction videos said in 
his review of “Coronavirus” 
that “Tom MacDonald is the 
real deal. He don’t sugarcoat 
nothing. It’s the real deal and 
the actual truth.”

‘Level of Concern’- 
Twenty One Pilots

Twenty One Pilots 
came out with a quarantine 
love song that is 
uncharacteristically upbeat 
for the group. The song is at 
number 23 on the Billboard 
Hot 100 this week.

The song opens with 
“panic on the brain/ the 
world has gone insane/ 
things are starting to get 
heavy.” Later the lyrics ask 
if his love will be his “little 
quarantine” and stay with 
him in his underground 
bunker.

‘Is Everybody Going 
Crazy?’– Nothing 
But Thieves

This alt. rock song fits in 
well with quarantine even if 
it wasn’t written specifically 
about it. In an article for 
“Kerrang!,” the band says 
the song is about someone 
feeling disorientated and 
disconnected in a world 
where their morals and 
principles don’t seem to 
make sense.

“There are a few elements 
of escapism throughout the 
song, whether it is through 
another person, stealing a 
moment to switch off or 
changing their mentality,” 
the band told “Kerrang!.”

Laura Ellen Brandjord
A&E Editor

Some songs serve as anthems while others try to be fun and light-hearted. GRAPHIC BY CASSANDRA TWEED | THE SPECTRUM
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How does the film stack up to the novel?
The Stack Up: ‘Nancy Drew and the Hidden Staircase’

When it comes to mystery 
stories for young adults, few figures 
are as prominently celebrated 
as Nancy Drew. Today, I will be 
covering one of Ms. Drew’s more 
recognizable adventures, “Nancy 
Drew and the Hidden Staircase” 
written by Carolyn Keene and last 
year’s film adaption of the same 
title.

The book
Far be it from me to condemn 

a book without reading it (unless 
it’s written by James Patterson), I 
was skeptical about this as a next 
project. But considering I read 
“The Exorcist” twice and watched 
the film adaption three times, I need 
some serious cheering up now, and 
I must say, this book helped.

“The Hidden Staircase” is the 
second book of the long-running 
series, which involves young adult 
Nancy Drew investigating strange 
hauntings taking place in the house 
of her friend’s great aunt.

While investigating the estate, 
she realizes corrupt businessman 
Nathan Gomber is trying to strong-
arm the estate for his own goals of 
setting up a train station. The plot 
then takes a darker turn when her 
father is kidnapped.

Among the hauntings that 
take place, including the ghostly 
intruder standing in front of a 
window wearing a gorilla mask 
(bringing new meaning to the 
phrase “monkey shining”), stealing 
food and listening to the radio 
(which is probably the only thing I 
would do if I were a ghost).

Nevertheless, I listened to the 
audiobook and enjoyed it much 
more than I thought I would. It 
was a swift read with plenty of 
intrigue, but also fun. Nancy and 
her friends as well as the strengths 
and friendship they share greatly 
relieved the tension.

At one point, Nancy says a 
great statement, which I think 
belongs on a motivation poster, 
“One thing’s for sure, work is the 
best antidote for worry” (which 
might be why I still contribute to 

the Spectrum).
Upon finishing the audiobook, 

I was shocked to find it had been 
read by Laura Linney, the most 
beautiful actress alive. How the 
overrated Julia Roberts has been 
named “most beautiful woman in 
the world” five times instead of 
Linney is a real mystery I think 
needs solving.

The film
The first time in this 

millennium Nancy Drew graced 
the silver screen was in the 2007 
film “Nancy Drew” starring Emma 
Rob...(yawn)…Roberts and…
Sorry, I thought I was mentioning 
something memorable. I guess not.

Released last year, this film 
stars Sophia Lillis as Drew, an 
actress perhaps best know for 
appearing in the latest “It” films, 
which I will not cover since the 
children constantly curse, and a 
book I will never read because they 
do something worse.

Yes, that was a rhyme, because 
I’m in a pretty good mood this 
time. (That was a reference to “The 
Princess Bride” by the way, and 
don’t worry that book and film will 
have their day.)

Anyways, like the book, I was 
not looking forward to this film 
adaption. It was available and I 
was like, “Oh. Cool. Who asked 
for this?”

After watching this film…eh, 
it’s okay. Modernizing a character 
from the late 30s could be a bit 
jarring to fans of the original 
character. Here we see Nancy 
as a redheaded prankster who 
wears knee-less jeans and rides 
a skateboard unlike her blonde, 
skirt-wearing literary counterpart.

There is a lot of discussion 
on the presence of social media 
platforms in the film, which made 
me wonder how a modernized 
Sherlock Holmes would look 
checking Facebook (still would 
look better than him smoking 
cocaine to think clearer as in his 
books).

Among this film’s other 
adaptations include the villain 
giving the victims in the household 
terrifying hallucinations using 
nutmeg. Aha, I knew nutmeg was 
Scarecrow’s secret ingredient for 

his fear toxin in “Batman Begins.”
A few gripes include some 

strange teen girl dialogue like, 
“We don’t eat traitor cake” (but 
then again, I’m not a teenage girl, 
so ignore me), as well as a poorly 
executed fake yawn meant to look 

genuine, making my fake yawns in 
this article sound more authentic.

Nevertheless, a fun family 
venture- just poorly marketed. (Be 
honest, how many of you knew 
this existed before I told you?)

The victor
I prefer the storytelling of the 

book over the film, which is not 
bad at all, just (yawn) not that 
memorable.

Patrick Ullmer
Contributing Writer

The film brings the teen detective into the present day. PATRICK ULLMER | THE SPECTRUM

Games to play during Lockdown
T h r e e  g r e a t  t i t l e s  t o  p l a y  w h i l e  s t u c k  a t  h o m e

MORE MORE 
A&E ON A&E ON 
PG. 10PG. 10

It can get really boring 
being stuck inside all day 
staring at the wall. Logging 
in every once in a while, to 
turn in an online assignment 
before going back to staring 
at the wall or scrolling 
through social media for 
hours on end.

You need something to 
fill in these gaps in between 
your online schooling. The 
best remedy to this boredom 
is video games, but what 
video games exactly?

What video games will 
be able to captivate you? 
What will you be able to 
sink countless hours into to 
get through this turbulent 
time? Well, there are quite 
a lot.

‘Animal Crossing 
New Horizons’

If you own a Nintendo 
Switch and don’t have New 
Horizons yet you are missing 
out. There is no better game 
to sink weeks into.

You are thrown onto a 
remote island and left to 
build up a village filled 
with animal villagers. 
Collect countless bugs, fish, 
art pieces, fossils, fruits, 
furniture, clothing, music 
and so much more.

If you’d rather design 
your own clothes and 
furniture you can with a 
very in-depth custom design 
portion. Your only limit is 
your imagination.

New Horizons even 
goes in real-time so when 
it is noon in the real world 
it is noon in your village. 

The seasons go with the 
real seasons and you can 
celebrate holidays in the 
virtual space while you are 
celebrating them in the real 
world.

Literally hours of content 
right there at your fingertips. 
There really isn’t a better 
game to fill this strange time.

‘World of Warcraft’
If a calming island oasis 

isn’t your style, then why 
not subscribe to World of 
Warcraft for a month and 
see how that goes. You will 
enter a huge world known as 
Azeroth filled with colorful 

characters and undergo an 
adventure for the ages.

Choose a side, Horde or 
Alliance, then choose a race 
and a class before entering 
the world of Azeroth. Level 
from 1-110 and if you are 
hooked them purchase 
Battle for Azeroth to level 
to 120.

Hundreds upon hundreds 
of quests await you along 
with so much loot. Convince 
your friends to join you 
and together you can save 
the world then move onto 
the next world, there are 
technically three different 
worlds in the game.

No zone is alike, and you 
will get sucked into the story 
and the world. All it takes is 
a small price of $15 for one 
month and you will never 
want to leave.

‘Mount and Blade II: 
Bannerlord’

Do you want to live in 
medieval times and forge 
your own legacy? Fight 
giant wars and make your 
mark in history? Well with 
Mount and Blade II you can.

Choose your backstory, 
create your character then 
get thrust into a world with 
nothing but a pocket of gold 

and a horse. Head off and 
create your own story.

Will you become a 
vassal of a nearby kingdom 
and destroy their enemies? 
Will you lead a small band 
of barbarians and attack 
anyone you see? Will you 
marry someone for power 
and rise in the ranks that 
way? Will you become an 
influential trader and amass 
a fortune?

The choice is yours and 
yours alone. Be who you 
want to be in this massive 
game that gets even more 
massive with each update.

While it may take some 

time to learn some of the 
mechanics there is no better 
time than now when you are 
sitting at home. You will 
definitely find some fun in 
this.

There are so many more 
games out there that can 
fill your time. These three 
are just some that will 
most definitely hold your 
attention for hours on end, 
and they keep getting bigger.

Hopefully, you will find 
some enjoyment out of these 
or out of any game that you 
choose to fill these long 
hours with. 

Maxwell Borman
Staff Writer

You can fill countless boring hours with Animal Crossing. NINTENDO | PHOTO COURTESY
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Limited empathy
Crisis starves us of our ability to care

Apathy is an easy-out during a national emergency. PIXABAY | PHOTO COURTESY

Maybe this isn’t the case 
for everyone, but personally, 
I feel like the intensity level 
of everything in my life 
is turned up to a 10 right 
now. What I mean by this 
is that things I used to give 
moderate thought now 
consume so much of my 
mental space. Something 
that might have only been 
a mild concern for me two 
months ago now seems like 
impending doom.

There is so much to care 
about right now; the safety of 
health care workers, family 
members staying healthy, 
economic stability, mental, 
emotional and physical 
health, friends and future 
plans. With so many things 
demanding attention and 
care in our own lives and 
so many topics demanding 
the same in the media, it can 
be difficult to know what to 
care about most.

It gets to the point where 
I ask myself: “How am 
I supposed to care about 
anything when it feels 
like I have to care about 
everything?” If empathy 
were like a fountain, mine 
seemed to be drying up and 
it doesn’t appear I was the 
only one.

There are people taking 
to the streets demanding 
an end to social distancing 
with the full knowledge 
that people will die. And 
for every positive story of 
a neighbor getting groceries 
for the elderly, there is 
another story of a grocery 
clerk being screamed at or 
a skeevy landlord using 
this time to increase their 
personal wealth.

It can be so tempting 
to get bogged down in the 
negativity, the unending 
list of problems and pains 

of this time and lose the 
ability to care for others 
altogether. People are losing 
the capacity to care and 
seeing everything through 
a lens of survival and self-
preservation. However, it is 
imperative that we don’t let 
this happen.

Instead of losing sight of 
the good in the muddy pools 

of so much bad, we have to 
learn to prioritize causes we 
can control and alleviate our 
anxieties about the things 
that we can’t. That doesn’t 
mean abandoning all hope, 
but it also doesn’t mean 
trying to solve a pandemic 
by taking two-hour anxiety 
showers. 

The following are not 
moderate solutions for 
caring but are suggestions 
to help us maintain our most 
human trait: empathy for 
others.

The most prevalent issue 
and the one that seems to 
make people most anxious 
are the steps everyone must 
take to social distance and 
isolate themselves. Not only 
are these measures taxing 
on us, but they are far more 
taxing when we have to 
watch other people selfishly 
defy these measures.

During the last week of 
“anti-lockdown” rallies, far-
right protesters have taken 
to the streets to demand their 
‘freedom,’ touting that their 

right to haircuts is more 
important than others’ right 
to live. This line of reasoning 
coming from the pro-life 
party would almost be funny 
if it wasn’t so disconcerting.

The anxieties of 
health care workers, of 
parents, the elderly, the 
immunocompromised and 
the decent humans among 

us have been rightfully 
heightened due to these 
protests. How could any end 
to lockdown be seen when 
there are hundreds willfully 
denying CDC guidelines?

Those individuals who 
protest on the street and 
your friends who break 
lockdown protocol, all those 
people who feel like their 
life is more important than 
others, are putting their 
own lives at risk too. If they 
don’t personally get sick, 
someone close to them will. 
While I don’t think death 
or serious illness is ever a 
just punishment, many of 
these protesters are going 
to witness the consequence 
of their actions in their 
contracting coronavirus 
personally or passing it to a 
loved one.

Basically, people will 
either realize the idiocy 
of their ways or they’ll 
continue screaming for their 
right to golf all the way to 
their grave. The point is 
that it is out of our control. 

This doesn’t mean everyone 
else should stop following 
CDC guidelines. In fact, if 
some of the population is 
being irresponsible, it’s even 
more reason to be diligent. 
However, sitting at home 
and pounding sand because 
Brock and his AK-47 are 
gracing the cover of “The 
Apocryphal Patriot Times” 

won’t do anything but 
further frustrate you.

To quote Queen M 
herself, “When they go 
low, we go high.” Yes, the 
dimwits are going lower 
than they have before, but 
that’s all the more reason to 
rise above.

Concern over family 
and friends can also be very 
overwhelming at this time. 
Most people are feeling 
the loss of the presence of 
someone in their life right 
now. People are separated 
by cities, states and even 
continents from those they 
love.

People miss out on 
celebrating their 21st 
birthdays, on seeing their 
cousins find their Easter 
baskets, on weddings and 
baby showers, on vacations 
and graduations, on all 
these things that can seem 
inconsequential in the midst 
of a pandemic but are a real 
and valid loss to people. 

For NDSU seniors, 
they’re having to finish their 

classes knowing that there 
is no graduation ceremony 
to celebrate their success. 
It’s difficult to want to go 
and help the world with its 
problems when an important 
part of your world or an 
important person in your life 
has been taken away.

It’s okay to grieve the 
loss of an opportunity or to 

really miss a loved one even 
if they’re only a phone call 
away. You can recognize 
that there are worse things 
going on in the world than 
your canceled vacation but 
still feel sad about it.

The trick is to not get 
bogged down in these 
alterations and changes. Not 
being able to see a friend or 
loved one is difficult but it is 
also an opportunity to get to 
know someone in a new way. 
Write a letter, play a game or 
watch a movie together over 
FaceTime or Zoom. Have 
conversations you didn’t 
have time to before all this 
began.

Don’t set the expectation 
that you will come out of this 
lockdown a changed person, 
with achievements under 
your belt, new friends and 
strengthened relationships. 
But also don’t think that 
everything has to fall apart. 

Not to sound too 
cliche, but it’s important 
to realize what we can and 
can’t control during this 

pandemic. Finding what we 
can control is the trick to 
finding what it is we should 
care about. You’re allowed 
to get angry that people are 
breaking guidelines, that 
friends and family are at a 
distance, that you’re stuck 
inside, out of a job, whatever 
the case may be.

Every little thing that 
is annoying and frustrating 
is valid, but we can’t 
spend every waking 
minute angry with our 
situation and the situation 
of others. Pessimism is 
easily accessible, but so is 
optimism.

I recognize my position is 
influenced by my privilege. I 
recognize how easy it is for 
me to ask people to see the 
good right now while I still 
have a job, while I am still 
(relatively) healthy and have 
a place to sleep and food to 
eat. However, it is for the 
sake of all those people who 
aren’t in the position I am in 
that I must implore everyone 
to continue to care.

If everyone takes on the 
attitude that their personal 
freedom is more important 
than life than we won’t just 
lose hundreds of thousands 
of American lives, we will 
lose our humanity too. If 
stories of essential workers 
dying and citizens struggling 
to get by day-to-day lose 
their impact then we will 
never recover from this time.

So please don’t shelve 
your compassion for others 
or prioritize your own desire 
to get a haircut over the 
needs of so many. Empathy 
is not like a fountain drying 
up, not if we all learn to 
care about the things we can 
control and care about them 
together. Empathy is limited 
when it’s you against the 
world, but when it’s all of 
us, we have no limits.

If everyone takes on the attitude that their 
personal freedom is more important than 

life than we won’t just lose hundreds of 
thousands of American lives, we will lose 
our humanity too.

Delaney Halloran
Opinion Editor
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Too much of a 
selfish thing
When on-campus activity is gone, students realize they missed out

Classes at home sounded better in theory. PIQSELS | PHOTO COURTESY

There have been a lot of 
changes since institutions 
largely relying on in-person 
socialization have been 
closed to follow safety 
measures. 

It was after NDSU 
campus was closed that I 
realized how much I have 
become a part of this in-
person culture. I prefer to go 
into a class, sit with many 
other students my age and 
learn from a professional 
instructor face-to-face.

In all honesty, I did not 
cooperate well with the 
infrastructure of NDSU 
much farther than that—
and the result is a loss of 
priceless lessons I could 
have experienced had I 
actually spent more time 
cooperating with the living 
structure of the campus.

That is not to say I did 
nothing else on campus 
when it was running. I did 
work in the agricultural 
seed faction and I attended 

school events; although, not 
as much as I should have. I 
enjoyed being an introvert. 
There were full days where I 

would not set foot out of my 
apartment walls (something 
that is not so unusual at the 
moment).

Being by myself, was, 
in a sense, a way of coping 
with my problems. And yet 
I preferred to walk into a 
classroom full of people 
than our current reality 
involving easily accessible 
online classes. 

The truth is, we as 
humans love to feel like 

we have accomplished 
something simply by 
working for it. However, this 
sense of accomplishment 

can also make us nervous 
or weary when we are faced 
with a new way to work for 
it. Thus, we end up retreating 
into our own worlds for 
relief. This method can help 
in the short run, but really, 
it will ultimately hurt in the 
long run.

I, like many others, 
enjoyed being by myself and 
doing nothing important. 
Sometimes I would 
willingly miss a class time 

simply because it took place 
at eight in the morning and 
I wanted to sleep in (while, 
at the same time, I was fine 

with waking up at five in the 
morning to study).

Now, here I am, enjoying 
my own company while at 
the same time being annoyed 
by it. It was, of course, at the 
exact same time that I began 
to grow more proactive and 
social that the pandemic 
swept in.

My old way of living can 
be aptly summarized with a 
quote from the dog Rolf in 
The Muppet Movie, “When 

I finish work, I go home, 
read a book… take myself 
for a walk and go to bed.” 
(He mentioned having a few 
beers here as well—which 
I hadn’t done, though I 
managed everything else.)

Now, here we are taking 
classes online. As have 
many, I found this change 
to be disorienting, but I soon 
go into the swing of things. 
The fact that classes are 
online does not cloud the 
fact that we can still be lazy 
and not want to access the 
lecture tutorials more easily 
at our fingertips.

Therefore, we must 
remind ourselves that, in the 
same way, instructors did 
not get to take a break from 
teaching when they switched 
to an online platform, as we 
students cannot take breaks 
from learning even if NDSU 
is closed during the current 
pandemic.

When this is over and 
students return to campus, 
hopefully, they can bring 
with them new appreciation. 
Those activities on campus, 
the ones you received 
invitations to in your 

emails, are there to help 
you contribute to and feel 
welcome at your college. 

I ignored all of these 
activities until only a week 
or two before campus was 
closed and now I regret all of 
those missed opportunities.

Sometimes it seems we 
cannot be comfortable unless 
we are uncomfortable. But 
despite the social distancing 
due to coronavirus, learning 
events and activities are still 
being held at the university 
through an online platform, 
much like classes.

It should not take a 
pandemic and unlimited 
time to yourself to realize 
how you can better connect 
with campus. Yet, lots of free 
time helps us to appreciate 
those things we otherwise 
would not have.

I will leave you with 
a question: If COVID-19 
ended tomorrow, and the 
college opened up for all 
students to return, would 
become more involved with 
campus classes and event, or 
would you just do the bare 
minimum?

Patrick Ullmer
Staff Writer

The fact that classes are online 
does not cloud the fact that 

we can still be lazy and not want 
to access the lecture tutorials 
more easily at our fingertips.
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Bison football 
adds season tickets
The NDSU football team is adding season tickets to three sections for the 2020 season

More season tickets are being 
made available for the 2020 NDSU 
football season. The tickets are 
being added in sections 13, 14 and 
15 on the west side of the dome 
above the Bison Student section.

With NDSU being a college 
football powerhouse for nearly 

a decade, season tickets have 
been in high demand. Season 
ticket requests are due online by 
the end of April, but requests do 
not necessarily mean that season 
tickets are guaranteed.

NDSU priority point totals 
will be used to determine how the 
season tickets are distributed there 
are more requests than available 
tickets. According to the NDSU 
priority point system document 

on Gobison.com, the system 
recognizes both continuous loyalty 
and financial support. These 
factors are listed as continuous 
years as a season ticket holder, 
continuous years as a Team Makers 
Club member and other factors to 
determine point totals for new or 
improved seating.

This is all with the hope that 
a college football season, and fall 
athletics in general, are able to 

take place. It is unclear what the 
status surrounding the COVID-19 
pandemic will look like in a few 
months, but right now, the NCAA 
has not given any indication that 
fall sports will be postponed or 
canceled.

NDSU has six home games next 
season, it’s first coming on Sept. 12 
against Drake with the Bison home 
finale coming against in-state rival 
UND on Nov. 14.

2019 was supposed to be a, um, 
“down year” for the Bison after 
they had their largest graduating 
class of all time in 2018. The Bison 
took their rebuilding year and went 
16-0, won by an average of 25 
points per game and brought home 
their eighth title in nine seasons. 
In 2020, with over 15 starters 
returning, the Bison will be the 
heavy favorites to be the last team 
standing once again.

Ian Longtin
Sports Editor

The Bison once again will be the team to beat in the 2020 season. JOHN SWANSON | THE SPECTRUM

Athletics and the illness
Sports at all levels have been hit by the COVID-19 pandemic

In the current sports 
landscape, there isn’t a lot 
going on. When you turn 
on ESPN, you’ll find stories 
on the NFL Draft or stories 
reminiscing on the past. 
A documentary about the 
1995-96 Bulls is currently 
one of the biggest stories 
in sports. With all of that 
in mind, it’s important to 
remember that sports aren’t 
only for our entertainment. 
The lives of players, 
coaches and student-athletes 
are directly affected by 
COVID-19.

The Pros
The main topic of 

discussion in professional 
sports right now is the 
continuation of the current 
season. The NHL and 
NBA seasons have been 

suspended for weeks and 
it’s unknown what they plan 
to do. The MLB has yet to 
start its regular season in the 
wake of the crisis, and MLS 
teams have only played 
a handful of games. With 
each passing week, these 
leagues’ future schedules 
get pushed further and 
further away from normalcy. 
Furthermore, when it comes 
time to draft, teams will 
be basing decisions on a 
limited sample size. For 
example, March Madness 
plays a large role in NBA 
scouting, and that intel is out 
of the picture. The quality 
of a team’s scouting could 
define its success for the 
next decade.

Whether or not athletes 
are getting paid during 
this break depends on 
the league’s collective 
bargaining agreement. NHL, 
NFL and MLS players are 
getting paid as normal. The 

NBA’s collective bargaining 
agreement includes a “force 
majeure event” clause, 
which enables owners to 
withhold players’ salaries in 
the event of a crisis. I suspect 
that owners are doing 
everything they can to avoid 
exercising that clause and 
maintaining good player-
owner relations. The MLB is 
offering players allowances 
of varying amounts based on 
status. Veterans get paid the 
most at $4,775 daily, while 
minor league players who 
have some experience in 
the majors receive just $500 
per day. The agreement lasts 
until May 24. The MLB is 
different from other leagues 
because of the farm system. 
They have way more mouths 
to feed than any other league 
in the U.S. The Minor 
League players are receiving 
weekly allowances of $400 
until May 31.

NCAA
There are 460,000 

student-athletes that compete 
every year at the collegiate 
level. The Spring and Winter 
seasons were cut short 
this year, leaving national 
championships and many 
conference championships 
in limbo. Student-athletes, 
especially seniors, have 
been devastated by the 
effects of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Nobody ever 
expects their playing careers 
to end like this. This is an 
unprecedented event in 
the history of American 
sports, and it’s unclear how 
colleges will move forward 
with athletics. There are 
already rumors emerging 
that the football season will 
be played without fans. The 
NCAA will do everything 
they can to preserve 
the season and as much 
revenue as possible. Even 

though college football is 
the NCAA’s cash cow, the 
safety of its members is its 
top priority.

Recruitment
Recruitment raises a lot of 

questions for the upcoming 
season. Student-athletes 
cannot sign in person, go to 
workouts or visit colleges. 
Because person-to-person 
contact is so limited, virtual 
communication between 
recruiters and players is 
key. Students are relying 
on recruiters to give virtual 
tours and put them in contact 
with faculty members. 
Not only is COVID-19 
complicating the process 
for students, but it’s also a 
nightmare for recruiters. The 
spring season essentially 
didn’t happen in high school 
athletics. How do you recruit 
for baseball, softball or track 
and field without being 
able to evaluate incoming 

freshmen? 
Recruiters are counting 

on earlier rankings and 
tape, as well as word of 
mouth to evaluate players. 
High school coaches and 
recruiters communicate 
regularly regarding high 
school prospects. This is 
an unusual challenge for 
college recruiters, and 
it’s going to reward the 
recruiters that put in their 
work early. There will be no 
shortage of talented players 
that didn’t get recruited, 
and as a result, there will 
be a huge number of walk-
ons next year. Every school 
is going to have an influx 
of local talent. The effects 
of COVID-19 will be felt 
for years to come in sports 
on every level. The way an 
organization responds to the 
crisis could be the difference 
between dominance and 
despair.

Philip Atneosen
Staff Writer
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New duds on the block
A whopping seven NFL teams are debuting new uniforms for the 2020 season

With a new NFL season 
coming up seven NFL teams 
decided to update their uniforms. 
The Chargers and Patriots knocked 
it out of the park, while the Browns 
and Colts kept it simple and the 
Buccaneers missed a golden 
opportunity to bring back a fan 
favorite. The Falcons, however, 
fell flat on their face with their 
new uniforms. The Los Angeles 
Rams released a new logo that got 
mocked, ridiculed and laughed at 
in the court of public opinion but 
has not yet released new jerseys.

6. Atlanta Falcons
The Falcons tried to get 

futuristic with their new threads 
and it didn’t turn out well. When 
looking at the uniforms I get a New 
York Jets vibe with them, and the 
new Jets uniforms received mixed 
reviews when they were released 
last season. The Falcons updated 
their kits for the first time since 
2002 and it feels lackluster. On 
the bright side, they are keeping 
their 1966 throwback uniforms as 
a wardrobe staple.

5. Tampa Bay Buccaneers
The Bucs finally gave up 

on the ugly uniforms that they 
introduced back in 2015. The new 
Bucs uniforms are inspired by the 
1997-2013 era. However, with the 
hype for Tampa Bay at an all-time 
high after the addition of Tom 
Brady, the Bucs missed a huge 
opportunity to bring back the fan-
favorite creamsicle uniforms. The 
new uniforms aren’t bad and are 
actually pretty clean, however, the 
Bucs get punished for not bringing 
back the creamsicles.

4. Indianapolis Colts
The Colts really didn’t change 

their uniform too much as they just 
changed the font for their numbers 
to mirror their new wordmark. Not 
much to say on these as they kept 
it simple and they still look really 
good. It would’ve been nice to see 
them introduce a black jersey or 
even some black into the uniform 

since they did add it to their color 
scheme.

3. Cleveland Browns
The Browns showed that 

sometimes keeping it simple is the 
best move. These Browns uniforms 
are clean. The uniforms are similar 
to the uniforms of the ‘50s through 
‘80s and they eliminated the 
“BROWNS” branding on the leg 
and Cleveland across the chest. It’s 
hard to get crazy with brown and 

orange but the Browns did what 
they should do, keep it simple.

2. New England Patriots
With the Tom Brady era 

coming to an end, the Pats decided 
to switch their uniforms up. 
However, they didn’t have to look 
too far when it came to deciding 
on a new look as they are adopting 
their color rush uniforms from past 
seasons. The new uniforms also 
show an ode to their throwback 

uniforms with shoulder stripes. 
Their red throwbacks may still 
reign supreme, but these new digs 
will do.

1. Los Angeles Chargers
The best uniforms in the NFL 

just got even better. The Chargers 
embraced the powder blue after 
years of trying to make navy work. 
The addition of the yellow pants 
are sharp and work really well with 
both the powder blue and white 

jersey’s. They also threw it back a 
bit with the helmets by adding the 
numbers on them, making them 
the only team in the NFL to have 
numbers on their helmets. They are 
also keeping their royal blue color 
rush uniforms along with an all-
navy uniform. The Chargers didn’t 
simply throw it back, but they 
reinvented the look that football 
fans have been wanting them to 
bring back for years.

Mason Urban
Staff Writer

The Falcons’ new uni’s don’t exactly stick the landing. WIKICOMMONS | PHOTO COURTESY
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Set in late 1800’s 
London, Jess Kidd brings us 
to another world in which 
mermaids and ghosts exist.

The story starts off slow 
and I wondered if the book 
wasn’t what I had hoped for, 
but the more pages I turned 
the more eager I was to 
know where the story was 
going.

“Things in Jars” begins 
with a prologue that sets the 
scene for a murder-mystery-
whodunnit-romance that 
keeps the reader guessing 
at every twist in the plot. 
A little girl who is no 
ordinary girl is taken by a 
nasty woman under the alias 
“Mrs. Bibby,” who has only 
malevolent intentions.

As the story unfolds, the 
true identity of the woman is 
revealed in bits and pieces 
through flashbacks, but this 
woman is not the hero of the 
story nor is she the villain.

The protagonist is 
introduced and described 
as a handsome woman with 
an ugly widow’s bonnet. 
Her name is Bridie Divine, 
private investigator and 
heartthrob.

At the end of the book, 
I came to understand that 
Kidd was intentional with 
the pacing of the book. 
It started off slow with 
painstakingly descriptive 
narratives and long chapters, 
but towards the end, she 
kicks up the pace with short 
chapters that the reader can’t 
read fast enough.

While Bridie is working 
a job that involves the bodies 
of a mother and infant in the 
catacombs of a church, she 
is being followed by a ghost 
by the name of Ruby Doyle. 
He strikes a deal with Bridie 
that if she can remember 
how they know each other, 
he will leave her alone.

It is not until the very last 
pages of the book that Bridie 
discovers the memory that 
reveals their relationship, 
which leaves her sobbing 
and the reader tearful. 
Throughout the course of 
the book, a fierce and distant 
romance is kindled between 
Bridie and Ruby, but nothing 
comes to fruition because he 
is a ghost and she is living.

Nevertheless, he 
becomes a great companion 
and sidekick on her journey 
to find the young girl, 
Christabel, who was taken. 
Like I mentioned previously, 
she is no ordinary girl, but a 
“merrow.”

A merrow is described 
as being something similar 
to a mermaid, but far more 
dangerous. The merrow can 
control the tides and the 
weather and poison any man 
with a bite. The merrow can 
also draw memories from 
the minds of people who had 
thought the memories long 
forgotten.

Christabel becomes a 
bidding piece in the sinister 
game of circus ring leaders 
and evil men, and even the 
people who are most close 
to her.

It becomes Bridie’s goal 
to free the girl and redeem 
herself from a botched case 
that scorned her name in 
London. Bridie must face an 
old enemy who she thought 

was dead and uncover 
memories that she wished 
she had forgotten in a place 
she used to live.

After reflecting on the 
book once it was finished, 
I came to understand that 
Bridie felt so inclined to 
rescue Christabel because 

she saw herself in the 
fantastic creature—a young 
girl being forced here, there 
and everywhere because of 
what she was. Bridie was 
forced to grow up in a world 
where gravedigging was 
the norm, at just five years 
old she could save a grown 

man’s life with her surgical 
knowledge and at eight she 
was a surgeon’s assistant to 
Dr. James Eames.

It is in Dr. Eames’s home 
that she meets the villain 
of the story and who she 
describes as the Antichrist 
himself—Gideon Eames, 

the doctor’s son.
Coming face-to-face in a 

gripping conclusion, Bridie 
and Gideon meet again and 
one must destroy the other 
for Christabel.

“Things in Jars” will 
now be filed under one of 
my favorite books and was 

worth every annoyingly 
awful alliteration and never-
ending narrative about the 
description of a surgeon’s 
leather medical bag or 
something else.

Review: 5/5
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REVIEW:
‘Things in Jars’
An exquisite book of fantasy and mystery with a little bit of romance

Brittany Hofmann
Contributing Writer

‘Things in Jars’ is a slow burn with a fast-paced ending. BRITTANY HOFMANN | THE SPECTRUM

My cat, Pablo, enjoying the book with me. BRITTANY HOFMANN | THE SPECTRUM
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