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Former Student Killed  in 
Intentional Airline Downing

Social upheaval 
in Iran follows 

students on single-
entry visas

Sara Mamani, a former 
North Dakota State student, 
was killed on her way 
back from her wedding 
in Iran when two surface-
to-air missiles struck her 
plane killing all on board. 
The downing happened as 
tensions between America 
and Iran hit a peak after the 
assassination of General 
Qasem Soleimani at the 
direction of President Donald 
Trump.

Rahil Ashtarimahini, 
a grad student at NDSU, 
was a close personal friend 
of Mamani and said she is 
furious. 

“You heard the news 
people are outraged,” 
Ashtarimahini said, “many 
people are out in the streets 
in every single city in Iran.”

Iran has had growing 
civil unrest since Soleimani’s 
assassination and the 
international airline crash. 

Ashtarimahini said people 
are also enraged with 
the government for lying 
about their involvement for 
multiple days. 

According to 
Ashtarimahini, the 
government in Iran has 
continued to lie about other 

incidents, but because the 
flight was international, 
the pressure was enough to 
force them to admit what 
happened.

Ashtarimahini has been 
on a single-entry student 
visa in the United States and 
hasn’t been able to go back 

to Iran for 7 years. Amin 
Vedadi, a Ph.D. candidate 
in mechanical engineering, 
has been at NDSU for two 
and a half years and said 

many students use programs 
like this to escape Iran’s 
government.

Mamani went to a 
Canadian University for 
her Ph.D. because of the 
countries more relaxed visa 
program that allows re-entry.

“The population of Iran 
is 80 million, but 8 million 
people live outside the 
country,” Vedadi said, “most 
of them highly educated, live 
in the United States, Canada, 
Western European countries, 
all of us share the same 
story.”

Opportunities in Iran are 
only given to people who 
are loyal to the régime in 
Iran, according to Vedadi. 
Citizens who are not loyal 
or are actively against the 
government leave Iran.

Vedadi said speaking out 
can cause problems at home 
as well. “The response of the 
régime, we are not sure about 

that yet,” Vedadi said. “It has 
happened too many times, 
that they decide to frighten 
you.”

“Despite the fact the travel 
ban exists, despite the fact 
that single-entry visas exist,” 
Vedadi said, “students decide 
to come to the United States 
and continue their education 
here, rather than stay in Iran 
and stay under the existence 
of the Iranian government.”

Vedadi said he plans to 
stay in America or another 
country after he graduates 
from NDSU. “I don’t 
want to stay in my own 
country, because there is no 
opportunity for me,” Vedadi 
said.

The Iranian government 
has identified information 
on international citizens 
even about their families, 
according to Vedadi. “It 
is like taking the people 
hostage,” Vedadi said.

Ryan Nix
Spectrum Staff

“Students decide to come to the 
United States and continue their 

education here, rather than stay in 
Iran and stay under the existence of 
the Iranian government.” 

                                     -Amin Vedadi, NDSU

NADER JAFARI NODOUSHAN | PHOTO COURTESYSiavash Ghafouri-Azar and Sara Mamani had just obtained their PhDs in Engineering according to the CBC.
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Upcoming events
New year, new events

As the new year unfolds, it’s time 
for a list of upcoming events to look 
forward to.

Women’s March 2020
The fourth annual Women’s March 

will be held on Jan. 18 in the Memorial 
Union Great Plains Ballroom at 
10 a.m. as part of the nation-wide 
march. In Washington D.C., there is 
a “week of action” scheduled which 
includes events like ‘Why women 
lead on climate’ and ‘Reproductive 
rights, health and justice & the 2020 
landscape.’ Along with partaking 
in the march, anyone can also make 
a donation on the Women’s March 
website.

Women Connect 2020
On Jan. 21, the Chamber and 

Women Connect is celebrating its 
sixth anniversary with Melissa Orr 
set to be the keynote speaker. Orr 
is a former Google and Facebook 
executive as well as a bestselling 
author and leadership speaker. Every 
attendee of the event will receive a 
free copy of her book, ‘Lean Out, The 
Truth About Woman, Power, and the 
Workplace.’ Orr’s presentation will 
focus on why there are few female 
leaders in the workforce and how that 
can be addressed. The event is free 

to the public and Orr will present at 
3 p.m. at the Delta by Marriott hotel.

Student involvement expo
Anyone interested in getting more 

involved around campus and joining 
a new organization can attend the 
Student Involvement Expo happening 
Jan. 22 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the Memorial Union Great Plains 
Ballroom. During the four-hour expo, 
students will be able to explore what 
North Dakota State has to offer when 
looking for a wide range of student-
run organizations. With over 100 
organizations to join, anyone can find 
their passion.

Volunteer opportunity
Since campus will be closed on 

Jan. 20 for Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
birthday, students can volunteer 
during the MLK Day of Service. 
There will be nine local nonprofit 
organizations with two present on 
campus in the Union and seven 
around the community. Each shift is 
two hours with the first one starting at 
8:30 a.m. and the last shift wrapping 
up at 4:30 p.m. Anyone interested in 
volunteering during this event can 
email the Volunteer Network to sign 
up.

Meghan Arbegast
News Editor

GRAPHIC BY CASSANDRA TWEED | THE SPECTRUM

Winter break recap
What happened in Fargo in the past three weeks

As a new semester 
brings cold months and 
stressful weeks to endure, 
let’s rewind and take a look 
at some of the events that 
happened over the break.

Caribou Coffee is 
open for business

Since October, the 
old location of the Union 
Coffee Shop underwent 
a renovation as the much 
anticipated Caribou Coffee 
was set to open once students 
got back after winter break. 

Construction finished up 
and Caribou Coffee opened 
on Jan. 14, giving students 
and staff the opportunity 
to enjoy all their favorites 
from Caribou’s menu with 
the convenience of the new 
Memorial Union location, 
meaning no more walking 
down the street to indulge 
in breakfast Bou-rrito’s. 
While the new addition to 
the Union did shut down 
the Union Coffee Shop for 
good, everyone can still look 
forward to Seattle’s Best 
Coffee, Sandy’s Donuts and 
other classic dining center 
favorites to continue to be 
served at the Minard Coffee 

Shop.

It’s not North Dakota 
without snow

While classes were out 
of session, Fargo was one 
of many cities throughout 
the north that received 
treacherous winter storms. 
The recent blizzard hit 
after Christmas on Dec. 28 
bringing in a foot of snow, 
freezing rain and heavy 
winds causing no travel 
advisory’s to be issued. 
According to the Inforum, at 
the end of December, Fargo 
had close to twice the normal 
amount of snow because of 
the added foot of snowfall 

the blizzard dumped on the 
region. National Weather 
Service meteorologist, Nick 
Carletta, told the Inforum 
that as of right now, it is 
too early to predict what the 
springtime flooding in the 
Red River Valley is going to 
look like.

Fargo police dog 
gains fame

A local police officer, 
David Cochran, and his K-9 
partner, Falco, advanced to 
the finale in ‘America’s Top 
Dog.’ The TV competition 
airs on A&E and shows 
American police K-9 units 
competing in three rounds 

with the winning team 
receiving $10,000 and an 
additional $5,000 is donated 
to an animal charity. The 
Inforum reported that 
Cochran and Falco beat team 
Dax in the third round on 
Jan. 8, though the program 
hasn’t released when the 
finale will be aired yet.

Wild turkey 
overpopulation

On Jan. 8, the Moorhead 
City Hall held a meeting 
that discussed the increasing 
turkey population and 
listened to what community 
members had to say on the 
issue. KVRR reported that 

while some residents don’t 
see the increased turkey 
population as harming the 
neighborhoods, there are 
also residents who believe 
the birds are causing 
problems and spreading 
filth around the city. 
Another concern that was 
brought up was how the 
increased turkey population 
could lead to an elevated 
predator population. A few 
ideas of limiting the turkey 
population include limiting 
feeding the wild birds 
and using lethal action to 
diminish the population.

Meghan Arbegast
Head News Editor

JOHN SWANSON | THE SPECTRUMCaribou Coffee opened on Jan. 14.
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Call our recruiting department today!

GETGET
CAUGHT UP
ON BILLS

Novum, a leading U.S. clinical research company in the 
testing of generic medications, has an opportunity 
for you to EARN UP TO $350 to help you  get caught 
up on bills by participating in one of our Skin Studies!  

You may be eligible to participate if you’re:

• Light to fair skin complexion

• At least 18 years of age

• In general good health

• Non-smoking (for the past 30 days)

• Drug free 

No Blood Draws

KNDS
RADIO

WE’RE LOOKING
FOR NEW DJS!
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Time to hit the books
Let the reality of  the spring semester sink in

With the attention of football 
season reaching its glorious end, 
it’s time for the spring semester 
to begin and focus be brought 
back to the (current) reality of 
school. With the list of books 
students have to buy only stacking 
up with every new class period 
attended, a student can start to feel 
overwhelmed.

Sitting in my first class I 
couldn’t help but feel like I 
should be sitting at home reading, 
exercising at the gym or just being 
anywhere but here. Then, came the 

realization that it has been nearly 
a month since fall semester finals, 
and with that, a thought. Yes, this 
is a reality. Spring semester has 
started and I (like many) am not 
ready. Like any college student 
would do, I texted my friend, 
“Definitely NOT ready for school 
to start. School has been surreal 
today.” She texted back, “Same, 
I’m not ready.”

With a New Year’s resolution to 
center myself around more positive 
thoughts, I thought of two ways 
we (students) can interpret the 
beginning of a new semester. Either 
we can choose to be stressed out 
and frustrated that ‘life’ has started 

up again OR we can view the 
beginning of the spring semester 
as a natural progression toward 
what college is about; seeking new 
challenges and growing up along 
the wild ride of it all.

College is meant to challenge 
us in our retention of certain areas 
of knowledge, time management 
and our ability to make the right 
decisions to graduate with a degree 
we’re proud of. After all, each of us 
is taking on some form of hardship, 
whether that be financial (debt) 
and/or time (stretching priorities 
too thin).

The majority of students at 
some point in their college career 

will boast that they are ‘nearly’ 
independent from their parent’s 
help and with independence comes 
the all-too-real idea of ‘adulting.’ 
Adulting can take many forms like 
scheduling a dentist appointment 
for yourself, figuring out financial 
aid and even (in some cases) 
learning how to write a check for 
the first time.

It’s common to sit and joke about 
how we had to ‘adult’ today, but it 
really comes down to the reality of 
a college student’s situation. We’re 
all here to challenge ourselves, 
learn our passion, dive deeper into 
the academic field of our choice 
and learn as much about ‘adulting’ 

as we can along the way.
It’s truly amazing when you 

think about it. Progression.
Think of this, we’re all 

undergoing new experiences every 
day that are slowly but surely 
molding us into the person we’re 
going to be in the future. Let that 
sink in.

The beginning of the spring 
semester shows that, in fact, we 
as students are seeking to further 
our education with the knowledge 
that we will be challenged with the 
reality of adulting in more ways 
than one. With that we should say, 
bring it on. 

Kalley Miller
Features Editor

JOHN SWANSON | THE SPECTRUMEven little Thundar is getting ready for the semester.

New year but old history
How celebrating New Year’s began

According to History.
com, people have been 
celebrating New Year’s 
for at least four millennia. 
The earliest celebration 
that we know of was over 
4,000 years ago, although 
it was not on Dec. 31. 
For the Babylonians, the 
start of a new year was 
in March, when the first 
new moon followed the 
equinox. Like how many 
celebrate with a party 
today, the Babylonians 
celebrated by holding a 
festival. This festival was 
carried out over eleven 
days.

Interestingly enough, 
back then, the new year 
was not the same for 
all civilizations. The 
different civilizations 
had different calendars, 
often picking their start 
of a new year based 
upon a different event. In 
Egypt, the new year was 
celebrated by the flooding 
of the Nile, but for the 
Chinese, the second new 
moon was the beginning 
of their new year. 

Today, most countries 
use the Gregorian 
calendar, created by 
Julius Caesar. This 
calendar was created 
in an attempt to get the 
majority of civilization 

on the same calendar. 
Caesar was ultimately the 
one who decided Jan. 1 
would be the first day of 
the new year. The month 
of January is actually a 
tribute to him. 

The American 
tradition is usually 
to begin celebrating 
New Year’s on Dec. 
31, continuing into 
the morning hours of 
Jan. 1. In Spain and 
other Spanish speaking 
countries, the tradition 
is to eat a dozen grapes. 
This is done to symbolize 
the hopes and goals for 
the new year. In both 
Norway and Sweden, rice 
pudding is made with a 
single almond hidden 
inside. Whoever finds the 
almond is said to have a 
year of good fortune.

In the United States, 
the dropping of the Times 
Square ball in New York 
City is the most iconic of 
traditions. The ball has 
dropped every year since 
1907. The ball is said 
to weight over 12,000 
pounds. The Times 
Square ball inspired both 
the dropping of a pickle 
in Pennsylvania and the 
dropping of a peach in 
Georgia. 

Tabbitha Erceg
Staff Writer

New York City, Time Square. TABBITHA ERCEG | THE SPECTRUM
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Calling all Crafters
Startup the sewing machine and grab your hook to help animals rescued from Australian fires

The recent coverage of 
the widespread Australian 
wildfires has resulted in 
aid flooding worldwide. 
The most prevalent aid is 
monetary, however, the 
donations pouring in from 
the over 224,000 members 
of the Animal Rescue Craft 
Guild are donations of a 
different kind.

Created in April of last 
year, the Animal Rescue 
Craft Guild is dedicated 
to donating handmade 

items needed by animal 
rescues in Australia. Due 
to the numerous bushfires 
currently affecting much 
of the country, the needs of 
Australian animal rescues 
have vastly increased.

To help combat this, 
the group became an 
exhaustive source of rescue-
approved sewing, knitting 
and crocheting patterns. 
The group admins keep in 
contact with animal rescues 
to communicate to the group 
members what items are 
needed and to what degree.

They are currently most 
in need of joey pouches 

in sizes from XXS-XXL, 
hanging pouches and 3D 
hanging pouches. However, 
bat wraps, bird/rodent nest, 
possum/bird boxes and 
blankets are also needed.

The distribution centers 
are currently taking 
inventory of donations and 
will update their list of 
needed items on the page in 
the coming days.

General guidelines
The admins make it clear 

that crafters should only use 
the approved patterns found 
on the Animal Rescue Craft 
Guild’s Facebook under the 

“Files” tab. Items received 
that are not up to the 
specifications of the patterns 
will be discarded.

For those interested in 
making a variety of items 
with the least amount of 
fabrics, flannel, tight weave 
linen, bamboo or cotton 
are acceptable for any of 
the patterns. The group 
encourages reusing clean 
fabrics such as old sheets 
if they meet the fabric 
qualifications as a way to 
keep costs down.

Fabrics with any glitter 
of plastic coatings should 
not be used. Natural fabrics 

must be used for pouch liners 
and linings, but synthetics, 
polyester, fleece and terry 
cloth can be used on the 
outside of most patterns.

The group also asks 
that crafters refrain from 
using fabrics with pilling 
as animals may suck on or 
ingest the pills.

For those able to knit or 
crochet, wool yarn is the 
most versatile. Hooks or 
needles that are 4mm can be 
used on all patterns as well 
as 8 ply yarn.

Where to send
The group has two 

addresses that donations can 
be sent to. From there they 
will be distributed to animal 
rescues in need.

Animal Rescue 
Collective

c/o Nicole Blums
Unit 4, 55 Tenby Street
Mount Gravatt, QLD
Australia
Animal Rescue 

Collective
c/o Allison Cairns
132 / 20 Federal Highway
4122 Watson, Canberra, 

ACT 2602
Australia

Laura Ellen Brandjord
Spectrum Staff

REENY ZELLER FACEBOOK | PHOTO COURTESYAvailable patterns include various joey pouches, bat wraps and nests.

FARGO FOODIE
Balsamic tomato basil chicken | An easy, one-pan dish

Tomato, basil and 
mozzarella—the ultimate 
trifecta.

When I stumbled upon 
this recipe, I knew I had 
to try it, especially since 
it required little prep and 
utensils.

Ingredients
Chicken marinade

1. 1 Tbsp olive oil
2. 1 Tbsp white wine 

vinegar
3. 3 cloves minced 

garlic (I used the minced 
garlic from a jar because it’s 
easier)

4. Red pepper flakes, 
Italian seasoning (to taste)

5. 4 boneless skinless 
chicken breasts
The balsamic tomato pan 
sauce

1. 3 cups cherry 
tomatoes, halved

2. 2 Tbsp balsamic 
vinegar

3. 2 Tbsp melted butter
4. 1 Tbsp honey
5. 4 cloves minced garlic
6. 2 Tbsp chopped basil
7. Onion powder, dried 

thyme to taste
8. 1-1.5 cups shredded 

mozzarella (shred your own 
for better results)

I laid slices of a fresh 
mozzarella ball instead of 
shredding it.

Directions
Marinate

The recipe said to 
marinate the chicken while 
the oven is preheating, but 
I chose to let the chicken 
marinate for two hours for a 
richer flavor.

1. Add all ingredients 
except chicken breasts into a 
zip-top bag.

2. Add salt and pepper to 
taste.

3. Seal the bag and shake 
until the ingredients are 
mixed well.

4. Add chicken breasts, 
seal and massage the 
marinade until chicken is 
coated evenly.

5. Set aside for 1-3 
hours (or while the oven is 
preheating).

6. Position rack in oven 
to the center and preheat to 
425 degrees.
The balsamic tomato pan 
sauce

1. Either while the oven 
is preheating or after the 
chicken has marinated for as 
long as you would like, add 
all the ingredients except the 
mozzarella to an oven-safe 
baking dish (I used a glass 
baking dish).

2. Add a pinch of salt and 
pepper, stir to combine.

3. Move tomatoes to 
around the edges of the 
dish and place the chicken 
breasts in the center.
Bake

1. Bake uncovered for 
18-22 minutes or until the 
chicken is almost cooked 
through (properly cooked 
chicken should have an 
internal temperature of 165-

170 degrees).
2. Add mozzarella to the 

chicken breasts and broil 
just long enough for the 
cheese to melt

Tip: Keep a close eye on 

the chicken while the oven 
is set to broil because it can 
burn very easily and very 
quickly.

3. Top with additional 
chopped basil.

4. Serve as is, with bread, 
pasta, rice or vegetables.

Bonus: any leftovers can 
be put between two slices of 
bread for a fancier grilled 
cheese. 

Brittany Hofmann
Staff Writer

This meal is a one-pan dish for easy cleanup. BRITTANY HOFMANN | THE SPECTRUM
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Review: ‘Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker’
Does the final film bring balance to the series?

The time has finally come for 
Star Wars fans across the globe 
to finally delve into the final 
installment of the Skywalker saga 
as it released Dec 20. “Rise of 
Skywalker” is the ninth installment 
and with it comes the burden of 
delivering a satisfying ending and 
tying up unanswered questions left 
from previous films.

So, the burning question in 
everyone’s mind is: “Does it?” In 
short, yes. No, it’s by no means 
perfect but very few films are. 
Executing an ending on a trilogy 
that had different writers and 
directors for each movie is no easy 
task in the first place.

My friend and I had ordered the 
earliest tickets we could get weeks 
prior and I felt an excitement I 
hadn’t felt in a long time as I walked 
up to the theater doors. Instead of 

various people in sweatpants and 
popcorn butter stains, I saw people 
grouping up and taking pictures in 
all their “Star Wars” costumes.

As I waited for my friend, a 
father in a stormtrooper costume 
was holding hands with his son 
as they happily walked to their 
theater, and it had reminded me of 
when my dad had first shown me 
“Star Wars” as a kid and instantly 
falling in love with it.

The movie starts off with scenes 
of Kylo Ren battling and cutting 
his way through any opposition 
to find answers on how to get to 
Emperor Palpatine, whose voice 
has been heard across the galaxy 
by Resistance and First Order 
alike. Once Kylo locates Palpatine, 
the emperor reveals he has been 
pulling strings as part of his sinister 
plan for the galaxy.

At first, the pacing of the movie 
can feel really fast and like there is 
too much going on to keep track 
of, but it starts to regain its traction 

and even out into the second act 
of the movie. As I have read from 
others, some may feel off-balanced 
with the fast pace of the beginning, 
but I didn’t feel it was a huge deal 
as the movie had a lot to set up and 
answer before the credits rolled 
one last time.

The action and adventure 
kept pace through to the end and 
there was even a good amount of 
twists and turns. Some were more 
shocking than others, but it still did 
a good job of keeping you guessing 
and on the edge of your seat.

As the story progressed, I 
noticed it didn’t feel quite like 
“The Force Awakens” or “The Last 
Jedi” did. I felt both had strikingly 
similar plot points and aspects to 
their respective predecessors in 
the original trilogy. No, this movie 
was not a “Return of the Jedi” with 
flashier effects. It was something 
all its own, leaving me with a 
feeling that I truly had no idea what 
was going to happen or how it was 

going to end.
The film did a great job of 

construing the struggles of both 
sides of the force and the line 
between the light and dark side 
was more blurred than ever in any 
previous installments. The movie 
shows Rey’s struggle with her 
feelings and lack of answers, as 
well as Kylo struggling with his 
conflict and anger, showing he’s 
human and not just some bad guy 
in a black mask with an evil slice-y 
sword.

The character developments 
were all satisfying, and I’ll even 
admit I was pleasantly surprised 
by the humor in the movie as it’s 
not something the series is known 
for. The humor wasn’t corny or just 
for kids and it wasn’t layered on as 
hard as something like the Marvel 
movies.

There were also moments that 
you could tell were just for the 
fans and it’s hard to describe them 
without spoiling things. Let’s just 

say some characters finally get 
some recognition and the deeper 
stories that they deserved since 
even as far back as the original 
trilogy.

The movie doesn’t answer 
everything and isn’t 100 percent 
airtight with tying up all loose ends 
and explanations, but “Star Wars” 
always had a bit of an air of mystery 
to it. I think I’ll still be able to sleep 
soundly without understanding 
how all the workings of invisible 
space magic work.

As I mentioned before, the 
movie isn’t perfect, but I didn’t 
expect perfection, I expected “Star 
Wars” and I’m happy to say that’s 
what I got. From walking into the 
theater to driving home, I was 
filled with the same wonderment 
that had engulfed me when I saw 
my first Star Wars movie as a kid. 
And for me, that’s enough to have 
enjoyed another installment in my 
favorite franchise.

REVIEW: 4.5/5

Kellin Harmon
Contributing Writer

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS | PHOTO COURTESYThe last installment of the “Star Wars” franchise keeps viewers guessing.

Review: ‘1917’ delivers an 
immersive story in one shot
Innovative camera work, gripping story make this WWI movie memorable

From trip wires to crashing planes and 
artillery shells to snipers, “1917” kept up the 
intensity throughout the whole run time of 
the movie. Directed by Samuel Mendes, the 
movie can be described as one word: intense.

From the very beginning to the very 
end, “1917” kept me on the edge of my seat 
and waiting. I was waiting for nothing in 
particular, but there was always the constant 
sense that something unexpected and 
dangerous was just around every turn.

“1917” is based on a true story set in the 
middle of World War I. The location being 
northern France.

The film follows two soldiers in the British 
army, Lance Corporal Schofield (played by 
George MacKay) and Lance Corporal Blake 
(Dean-Charles Chapman), as they set across 
no man’s land and enemy lines to deliver 
an extremely crucial message to Colonel 
Mackenzie (Benedict Cumberbatch).

This attempt to notify the allied 
commander is in hopes of trying to prevent 
Colonel Mackenzie from sending his 
battalion into a killing field of German 
artillery and bullets. LCpl. Blake’s older 
brother is also in that battalion, which makes 
the need to reach the far-off British battalion 
even more important.

The most prominent aspect of the movie 
is how the camera follows every single step 
that Schofield and Blake take on their journey. 
This “one-shot” take is tremendously unique 
and allows the viewer to stick with the 
starring duo through their perils and keeps 
them on the same level with the soldiers.

While the camera does appear to be 

taking one single, unbreakable shot, there 
are moments where the movie goes dark or 
the angle allows for a scene to end without 
seeming to break the flow of the camera. 
However, this is done seamlessly and is 
hardly noticeable. The immersion that 
this camera style provides is remarkable 
and raised the bar for single-shot scenes in 
movies to come.

While “1917” maintains a tense 
atmosphere and amazing visuals all over, it 
does have a couple of downsides.

First, the awesome one-shot effect from 
the camera somewhat overshadows the plot 
of the movie and seems to just be a way to 
show off the techniques used in the film 
rather than the world of the movie itself.

Second, unfortunately for the big battle 
enthusiasts out there, “1917” does not have 
any of the large engagements that defined 
World War I. There are moments of intense 
action which offset this to some degree, but 
the lack of the first tanks and heavy artillery 
use really lowered the scope of the movie.

To that point, however, the scope was 
meant to be solely focused on the story of the 
two soldiers and their mission, rather than the 
war as a whole.

 “1917” combines amazing visuals with 
gripping scenes of intense action and courage 
shown by the British soldiers. The amount 
of work put into every scene and the flow 
of the movie make it one of a kind. It even 
shows the differences between the unkempt 
muddy British trenches and the well-fortified 
German trenches that are not normally seen.

If you do not mind a slow-burn movie set 
in World War I with a unique story and style, 
then “1917” is a great choice.

Nathan Wetrosky
Staff Writer

Two British soldiers must cross dangerous terrain to save the lives of a battalion in ‘1917.’ UNIVERSAL STUDIOS | PHOTO COURTESY

Review: Adam Sandler delivers 
a knockout performance in 

his best film yet
Howard Ratner is in a chaotic pursuit for the ultimate win

Watching the film that is 
“Uncut Gems,” it’s evident 
that directors Josh and 
Benny Safdie are ahead 
of their time in terms of 
filmmaking. Their previous 
film “Good Time” (starring 
Robert Pattinson) displays 
the downfall of a bank 
robber as his night spirals 
out of control.

Needless to say, the 
Safdie brothers know a 
thing or two about stressful 
and anxiety-inducing 
cinema.

At this film’s core, the 
movie is a case study of 
a New York jeweler with 
a dangerous gambling 
addiction. The year is 2012. 
Howard Ratner (Sandler) 
scores an opal from the 
mines of Ethiopia with his 
heart set on this rock being 
his path to clearing the debt 
under his name.

He tries to please 
the likes of celebrity 
athlete Kevin Garnett 
(the legendary forward 
as himself) believing that 
lending it to him will 
result in good luck being 
presented ahead.

This is never the case, 
as Howard digs himself a 
deeper grave with every 
decision he makes. But 
while Howard’s opponents 
are playing checkers, he’s 
playing chess. Thinking 
five, ten or sometimes even 
twenty steps ahead, he’s 
making high-stake bets 
that can either result in the 
payoff of a lifetime or cost 
him his life.

Right from the 
beginning, Ratner is always 

on the move. He’s either 
trying to get his money back, 
please his wife and mistress 
or not get kidnapped by any 
of the groups of mobsters 
that he owes money to. He’s 
the perfect portrayal of a 
gambler, and presumably, 
an unlucky one given his 
monstrous debt.

The characters, like 
anyone, have their flaws. 
Howard’s flaw seems to be 
that when he is presented 
with a choice, he is almost 
guaranteed to make the 
wrong one.

He views every 
interaction as a competition 
with something to be won 
and drools at the sight of 
a beautiful prize on the 
other side. With nothing to 
gamble, he creates debts 
that he can’t afford. He 
thinks that he can catch a 
break if betting big, but it 
is certain to push his debt 
further into the ground.

The film’s climax 
takes place in Howard’s 
claustrophobic jewelry store 
in the Diamond District of 
Manhattan, where Howard 
has placed nearly all his 
money on a single bet 
that he watches unfold on 
television.

Sitting on the other side 
of a locked glass door are the 
three primary antagonists 
that are there to collect their 
money or kill him. The 
film’s ending is sure to leave 
every audience member feel 
just as my roommate and I 
did: Rattled, shocked and 
mesmerized at what they 
just saw.

One notable piece of 
the film is the editing. The 
pacing and skittish cuts 
back and forth build tension 

like no other. This tension 
builds beyond belief and 
is only dialed back when 
someone dies or gets 
seriously injured.

The average moviegoer 
has no idea what is to come 
next, as the camera simply 
follows Ratner around town 
making decisions that the 
audience regrets for him.

Certainly, this over-the-
top stress-inducing piece of 
cinema won’t be for anyone 
who wants to sit back and 
watch passively.

While Howard knows 
that everything around 
him is falling apart, he is 
an optimist like no other. 
Everything around him is 
terrifying and mesmerizing 
as he simply puts a smile on 
and hopes for the best.

“Uncut Gems” is the 
most exhilarating movie 
experience in the past few 
years, with Adam Sandler 
delivering a stunning 
performance unlike any 
other.

Review: 5/5

Grant Ayers
Staff Writer

UNCUT GEMS FACEBOOK | PHOTO COURTESY
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Review: Harry Styles rides a ‘Fine Line’ 
between teen pop and dad rock

The singer shows a level of maturity like no other on his sophomore album

Harry Styles is back and 
better than ever with his first 
LP in nearly three years.

Ever since the boy band 
One Direction went on 
hiatus five years ago, Styles 
ran in the opposite direction 
to form an entirely new 
sound in the music industry. 
He traded in his mainstream 
pop sound to become a 
student of rock and roll, 
and it may have been one of 
the best decisions he’s ever 
made.

While Styles may have 
looked to Mick Jagger and 
cited him as an inspiration for 
his self-titled debut album in 
2017, it’s extremely evident 
that he looked to Stevie 
Nicks of Fleetwood Mac 
this time around. He brings a 
certain groove and sound to 
the table that is challenging 
to create and pull off both 
successfully and critically.

When discussing the 
recording process for “Fine 
Line” with Rolling Stone’s 
Rob Sheffield, Styles had 
quite the creative process. 
“We’d do mushrooms, 
lie down on the grass and 
listen to Paul McCartney’s 
‘Ram’ in the sunshine. The 
chocolate edibles were kept 
in the studio fridge, right 
next to the blender. You’d 
hear the blender going and 
think, ‘So we’re all having 
frozen margaritas at 10 a.m. 
this morning.”

If you’re looking for 
evidence of the previously 
mentioned psychedelic 
mushrooms, look no further 
than “Treat People With 
Kindness,” as he muses 
about “floating up and 
dreaming / Dropping into 

the deep end” over a gleeful 
gospel chorus.

Another distinct change 
in tone from the first 
album is the instruments in 
play. While his debut was 
primarily piano-based, ‘Fine 
Line” switches to a more 
guitar-based, acoustic sound 
in songs such as “To Be So 
Lonely” and closing song 
“Fine Line.”

Styles is reminiscent 
of a modern-day Paul 
McCartney throughout this 
project, bringing a certain 
touch of melancholy and 
joy to the listener’s ears 
simultaneously. His voice is 
filled with glee, sorrow and 
hope consistently and is one 
of the standout aspects of the 
album.

The only part of the 
album that feels as if it 
is held back is the lyrics. 
Styles was more focused on 
the feel and groove of the 
album and it seems to show 
at times. While some lyrics 
can bring a listener to tears 
in songs such as “Falling,” 
lyrics on other tracks only 
go skin deep (“Watermelon 
Sugar”).

The album received its 
title from the concept of 
Styles running two threads. 
On one thread, we have 
Harry Styles: Pop Star. On 
another, we have Harry 
Styles: Rock Star. Styles 
switches and combines 
these two sides of himself 
effortlessly and beautifully 
throughout the entire 
duration of the album to the 
listener’s satisfaction.

It’s a concept so 
magnificent and daring that 
only someone of Styles’ 
caliber can pull it off this 
successfully. Rather than 
dividing the album or cutting 
back and forth between the 

distinct sounds, he manages 
to weave them together, 
commanding all listeners 
their undivided attention.

Aside from the musical 
aspect and album itself, 
the records broken upon its 
release were no laughing 
matter. The set earned 

478,000 equivalent album 
units in its first week. This 
marks the biggest week for 
a pop album by a male artist 
in over four years.

It’s also the largest sales 
week for a solo U.K. male 
artist since 1991. Finally, 
“Fine Line” was 2019’s 

sixth-largest selling album 
within its first week.

While Styles is much 
more confident and willing 
to go out of the norm this 
time around, he seems to 
trade in the deeper lyrics 
for large-stadium hooks and 
ballads.

That being said, he 
remains one of the biggest 
names in pop-rock music, 
with millions of fans 
clamoring to see what he’s 
going to do next.

Review: 4.5/5

Grant Ayers
Staff Writer

HARRY STYLES FACEBOOK | PHOTO COURTESYStyles sold an eye-boggling 28,000 vinyl albums in the first week of release. 

The Stack-Up: ‘The Hunter’
H o w  d o e s  t h e  f i l m  s t a c k  u p  t o  t h e  n o v e l ?

In the wilderness of Australia, 
the last animal of an extinct 
species, the Tasmanian Tiger, is 
hunted by a dogged professional 
hunter working for a mysterious 
company. What this man hunts is 
not only this elusive creature but 
also a greater threat deep within 
himself. Should he find and destroy 
this creature it will not only be the 
Tasmanian Tiger that goes extinct, 
but also the hunter’s humanity.

This story of man’s hunt is 
explored in Julia Leigh’s 1999 
novel, ‘The Hunter,’ and the 2011 
film adaptation directed by Daniel 
Nettheim.

The book
The novel is written in the 

present tense and may be hard 
for many readers to follow upon 
initially reading. Martin David, a 

strong and experienced mercenary 
hunts for the last living Thylacine 
(Tasmanian Tiger) in the Australian 
wilderness. Martin is working for 
a secret organization that wants 
him to kill the tiger so they can 
genetically preserve its DNA 
before other companies do.

While on his hunt, he stays 
with a woman and two children 
whose father has gone missing 
in the same wilderness. Despite 
becoming platonically close to this 
family, he insists on being a loner 
and remains walking to the beat of 
his own drum. In doing so, Martin 
continues to hunt the elusive 
creature through the wild and 
discovers an even greater threat– 
himself.

The entire book focuses mainly 
on Martin and there is not a single 
scene that does not feature him in 
some way. In so doing, the focus 
is constantly entering into his mind 
to examine his innermost thoughts 

on his next move.
However, this is not an exciting, 

adventurous read. There are no 
other likable characters and Martin 
does not develop much through the 
course of the story.

It is a story of a man being tested 
by himself and slowly but surely 
destroying everything around him, 
whether it be unintentional or on 
purpose. But in the end, all that 
matters to him is the hunt, the thrill 
of the chase and the trophy at the 
end.

Because of this, the story 
focuses on this lost soul who has no 
reason nor purpose in his existence 
except to destroy. This makes for a 
bitter and disgusting read.

The film
This independent film is a 

slow-burn and a strong character 
study. It is brimming with emotion 
in nearly every single scene. How 
emotionally heavy is this film you 

ask? Let’s just say that its opening 
titles play over real live footage of 
the real last surviving Thylacine, 
which died in captivity.

Yes, this film holds nothing 
back. However, while the book 
was sad and nihilistic, this film 
takes a different approach. It is 
sad but strangely beautiful in its 
study of a lost man slowly finding 
in himself what he did not think he 
had - love for a family that needs 
a father.

There is a scene in which 
Martin is carefully assembling his 
rifle in the wilderness, preparing 
for the hunt. A wombat sticks its 
curious head out from a bush and 
is promptly shot dead by Martin 
before he can realize what he has 
done.

Martin then gives a look of 
shock, horror, wonder and pity. 
(Did I mention Willem Dafoe’s 
acting is phenomenal in this 
picture?) This scene alone shows 

who this character is - a lost soul 
who is engrained with destruction 
but is willing to change. In the 
book, Martin would have just 
shrugged and forgotten about this.

The film also explores the idea 
of destroying something innocent 
in order to protect it. In doing so, 
this can be a more conflicting film 
for most audiences.

The film reverses Martin’s 
character from a soulless monster 
into a tragic hero who turns his 
back on what he is for the sake 
of a family he has grown to love. 
In doing so, the culmination is 
different from that of the book and 
instead ends on a bittersweet and 
redeeming note.

The victor
For me, the victor is the film 

adaption, which is a masterpiece of 
one man’s conversion. As for the 
book? Kill it with fire.

Patrick Ullmer
Staff Writer

PATRICK ULLMER | THE SPECTRUMThe film shows the potential for change that the book does not.



The year 2019 is over 
and baby New Year itself, 
2020, has been born. As 
we emerge within this next 
new year of our lives it is 
important that we keep our 
wits about us and be open to 
every new opportunity that 
presents itself. 

There was a time when 
I myself thought of New 
Year’s Resolutions as a 
romantic, silly venture; now 
I see them as a humbling 
and humanizing opportunity 
to better know myself, my 
limits and my determination. 
In this article, I will list some 
of my resolutions that I will 
be undergoing and that may 
prove helpful to others still 

attending college.
For my first resolution, I 

will elaborate with the age-

old but yet timeless musing, 
‘Nothing ventured, nothing 
gained.’ 

There are dozens of 
activity groups on campus, 
always open for more 

volunteers and members. 
They are posted mainly in 
the Memorial Union, always 

up and waiting for you to 
make the decision and join 
them. 

Examples of these include 
Student Government, 
Campus Volunteering and 

Toastmasters, just to name a 
few. In joining any of these 
factions, you open yourself 
up to more involvement and 
new experiences in this new 
year.

Another resolution might 
be one that many of us 
should have done a while 
ago but have neglected to: 
actually read my textbooks.

Speaking purely as a 
student, it is common for 
the student to treat their 
pricey textbooks for their 
classes merely as boxes to 
check off on a shopping list. 
Sometimes the student may 
only buy the textbook since 
he or she is required by 
the class to do so, and then 
hastily forget the wealth of 
knowledge in the course 
they can access by simply 
reading. 

I for one am guilty 
of doing this and wish to 

change my current state 
of laziness by getting over 
myself and reading these 
large tools of knowledge in 
the courses that I am taking.

At the most, it would 
certainly help out with the 
grades, and at the least, I’m 

bound to learn something. 
If you’ve already read your 
textbooks, by all means, 
continue and if you haven’t, 
please do so for the sake of 
your learning experience 
and grades.

8

OPINION
THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020

NDSUSPECTRUM.COM

Playing Political Catch-Up
A brief commentary on the events of the last few weeks

Even though NDSU 
students have been on break 
for the last month, things in 
Washington have not seemed 
to slow down. The last week 
of December and these first 
few weeks of January have 
been incredibly busy for 
American politics.

I m p e a c h m e n t 
proceedings are moving 
forward, the democratic 
candidates are slowly 
thinning out and for the first 
time in history, the idea of 
an impending draft can be 
joked about via Twitter. 
What a time to be alive.

So here is my brief and 
biased commentary on a few 
of the key political events of 
the last month:

Trump doesn’t 
want witnesses for 
impeachment trial

Right before students 
left for break, the House of 
Representatives approved 
two articles of impeachment 
against Donald Trump, one 
for abuse of power and the 
other for obstruction of 
Congress. 

What will follow this is 
a trial before Congress to 
determine if Trump broke 
the law in promising benefits 
to Ukraine for dirt on the 
Biden family.

Despite the general 
outcry of positivity from the 
approval of impeachment, 
with a two-thirds majority 
needed in Congress (which 
is led by Republicans in 
numbers), impeachment 
seems unlikely.

Still, Trump and other 
leaders of Congress are 
pushing for a speedy trial. 
The choice to keep the trial 
quick seems to go against 
everything Trump would 

want. Hours and hours 
of people talking about 
him? Big names coming to 
testify? Being the headline 
news story on every station? 
It’s the narcissist’s dream, 
and subsequently, Trump’s 
dream.

It seems that Trump may, 
in fact, be pushing for a big 
and drawn-out trial, it’s every 
other member of his party 
that is pushing him to tone 
it down. Senate Majority 
Leader, Mitch McConnell, 
said that witnesses would 
allow the Democrats to use 
the trial as “a kind of mutual 
assured destruction.”

However, if Trump is 
good for anything, he’s good 
at disappointing members of 
both parties, so we may get a 
witness-ridden trial after all. 

Five stabbed at rabbi’s 
house on Hanukkah

Over the break, in a 
suburb outside of New York, 
five people were stabbed in 
rabbi Chaim Rottenberg’s 
home while guests were 
preparing to light candles. 
After visiting the rabbi’s 
home, Governor Andrew 
Cuomo called the attack an, 
“act of domestic terrorism.”

The suspect in the attack, 
Grafton Thomas, was 
apprehended the following 
day and is standing trial for 
five counts of attempted 
murder and one count of 
first-degree burglary. 

Even in a country where 
politicians are constantly 
trying to insist that we’ve 
come so far, several 
unassuming citizens endured 
a targeted religious attack on 
the same evening that most 
NDSU students were able to 
be home quietly celebrating 
the holiday season with their 
families.

It is a privilege to be able 
to pretend like this country 
is unbelievably progressive 

when individuals quite 
literally fight for their lives 
due to regressive acts.

Trump blames Iran 
for U.S. Embassy 
compound attack in 
Baghdad

After a U.S. compound in 
Baghdad was compromised, 
President Trump promised 
that Iran would be held 

responsible for its actions. 
All this, according to 
journalist Quint Forgey, 
comes after a series of 
airstrikes by the U.S. on an 
Iranian-sponsored militia. 

The tensions following 
these airstrikes and the U.S. 
insistence on the role of 
the Iranian government in 
the killing of an American 
defense contractor led to a 
series of Iranian militia-men 
and supporters breaking 
into the American Embassy 
compound. 

Regardless of the 
build-up and the rising 
of tensions on both sides, 
publically blaming a foreign 
government for an attack 
and promising retribution 
is a sure-fire way to start a 
world war. This all coming 
conveniently timed before 
an election.

In Trump’s own past, 
he criticized Obama by 
insisting that the former 

president would start a war 
with Iran to get reelected. 
Well, now we get to watch 
him follow his own advice 
and cause worldwide chaos 
in the process... lucky us.

Iran’s General 
Soleimani killed in an 
airstrike

Using a drone strike, the 
U.S. launched an attack that 
killed General Soleimani, an 

Iranian commander. Again, 
this attack comes after 
protests against the U.S. in 
Iran.

For more context into 
this, it is important to 
understand the impact 
of the U.S. on Iran since 
Trump became President. 
According to Brian Hook, 
the Trump administration’s 
specialist on Iran, U.S. 
sanctions are responsible 
for the limited amount of 
oil being exported from 
Iran (2.5 million barrels a 
day a year and a half ago to 
0.5 million barrels a day in 
2020).

U.S. interference is 
thus largely responsible for 
economic pressures in Iran, 
their economy contracting 
by an estimated 14 percent 
from this same time last 
year.

So after these changes 
have been made to the 
country and tensions have 

been growing far away from 
the American eye, Trump 
chose to attack five sites in 
Iran after the death of an 
American. These attacks 
killed 25 and injured more 
than 50.

Did this action expel 
violence in Iran? No. In fact, 
it led to protests of thousands 
against the American 
government and the U.S. as 
a whole. 

Mind you, we’re hearing 
about Trump’s feelings on 
this event via his Twitter 
account while he’s at a resort 
on vacation. A possible war 
is beginning due to his most 
recent actions and he uses 
280 characters to inform the 
world about what is taking 
place.

Whether or not 
Soleimani’s death was 
warranted is not the question 
here, the question is what 
the effect of this one man’s 
death could possibly have 
on the world. A war with 
Iran would unleash violence 
across the world. 

The crash of the 
Ukranian plane as a result 
of a failed Iranian attack 
on the U.S. is only the first 
of what would surely be 
unbelievable civilian and 
military casualties. 

Simply put, there is a 
difference between a country 
that has strong values and 
protects its citizens, which 
America has every right to 
be, and one that uses fear-
mongering and worldwide 
violence to force citizens of 
multiple nationalities into 
submission, which Trump 
could ultimately create. 

General replacing 
Soleimani promises 
revenge on the U.S.

Since the killing of 
Soleimani took place, 
Iranian leaders have made 

a series of threats to the 
U.S.. In fact, on January 5, 
Iranian lawmakers chanted 
against America during a 
congregation to address the 
killing of their general. 

One of the first steps 
in this promise was Iran’s 
choice to pull out of the 
2015 Nuclear Deal, wherein 
Iran promised to reduce its 
nuclear facilities. This means 
that recent actions will likely 
increase the likelihood that 
Iran will build weapons that 
would otherwise have gone 
unbuilt.

In conclusion…
These last few weeks 

have been instrumental in 
modern politics in the United 
States. A President on the 
brink of an impeachment 
trial is on vacation while 
coordinating the beginnings 
of a potential third world 
war from his beach chair, 
the attack on Hanukkah is 
evident of the continued hate 
and bigotry in this country 
and the whole country is 
holding its breath to see 
what will happen next.

Of course, at the same 
time, there have been 
protests from leaders in 
Washington and citizens 
alike to stop any more 
violence erupting between 
the U.S. and Iran. There are 
people who are insistent 
about hearing witnesses 
testify at Trump’s hearing for 
the sake of acknowledging 
what happened, even if 
impeachment is unlikely.

It seems several facets 
of American politics are 
at a tipping point and it is 
impossible to say which way 
they will go. Even through 
all the memes and joking, it 
is clear most Americans have 
little interest in going to war 
with Iran, and hopefully we 
will have a draft-free 2020.

Delaney Halloran 
Opinion Editor

It seems several facets 
of American politics are 

at a tipping point and it is 
impossible to say which 
way they will go.

WHITE HOUSE | PHOTO COURTESYTrump made some of the most important decisions of his presidency these last few weeks.

New Year, New Plans, New Goals
A few easy resolutions for college students

Patrick Ullmer
Contributing Writer

There was a time when I 
myself thought of New 

Year’s Resolutions as a romantic, 
silly venture; now I see them 
as a humbling and humanizing 
opportunity to better know myself, 
my limits, and my determination.

As the sun rises on a new year, start making new goals.
PIXABAY | PHOTO COURTESY
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Don’t Raise the Minimum 
Age for Tobacco to 21

The new federal tobacco age won’t stop anything

Back in December, President 
Trump signed into law the 
National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2020. This 
massive spending bill, among a 
range of other things, changed the 
federal legal age for the purchase 
of tobacco to 21 instead of 18. 

As of the beginning of 2020, 

it is now illegal for anyone under 
the age of 21 to purchase tobacco 
products, which includes not only 
traditional tobacco products but 
vapes and e-cigarettes as well. 

While some have lauded this 
new legislation as a step forward 
for public health and teen safety, 
I think it’s nothing more than a 
new infringement on our bodily 
rights that will ultimately result in 
nothing notable.

I’m of the opinion that we as 
adults should be able to control 
what we do with our own bodies, 
including what we choose to put 
in them. What business is it of the 
government whether or not an 18 or 
19-year-old decides to use a vape? 
Why should some bureaucrats in 
Washington decide how we treat 
our own bodies? 

Politicians seem perfectly 
willing to send 18 year-olds to war 
and tax their income, but for some 
reason, it’s a massive problem if 
some college kid decides to buy a 
pack of Newports.

At the very least, the government 
should be consistent with when an 
American is considered an adult. 
At 18 years old, you can die for 
your country in some warzone 

halfway across the world, you can 
take out thousand-dollar loans, you 
can be sentenced to a lifetime in jail 
by the courts, and you’re subject to 
the government’s numerous taxes 
whether you like it or not. 

Why is it that we’re treated as 
adults in all these other massive 
and arguably more important 
aspects of our lives, yet we can’t 
drink a drop of alcohol or buy a 
pack of cigarettes until we turn 21?

Setting aside the moral and 

logical dilemma of this new law, 
the actual effectiveness of raising 
the legal smoking age is dubious 
at best. If you want a historical 
example of laws like this failing to 
stop underage usage, just look at 
the legal age for alcohol. Despite 
the legal drinking age being 21, we 
all know that plenty of high school 
and college students manage to get 
their hands on alcohol. 

I’m willing to bet that quite a 
few of you reading this have been 
that exact 18 or 19-year-old that 
I’m describing: some high school 
or college student who was able to 
get their hands on a case of beer or 
a bottle of liquor despite it being 
illegal for you to drink. 

Why would this new smoking 
age result in any different outcome 
for underage tobacco use? If 
anything, a safer alternative would 
be lowering the drinking and 
smoking ages and providing more 
education on the effects of alcohol 
and tobacco use for America’s 
youth.

Ham-fisted policies such as 
this new one will only drive those 
underage vape users to either get 
their vape products from black 
market sources, which are far more 

dangerous than normal tobacco 
retailers or just have an older friend 
or family member buy it for them.

Speaking of underage tobacco 
use, a huge reason many people 
wanted the smoking age raised was 
because of the recent lung diseases 
supposedly caused by young 
people using vapes.

However, these recent diseases 
have largely been linked to black 
market THC vapes containing 
vitamin E acetate, products 
already illegal for those under 21 
to purchase and use. Ironically, 
this new law will make it more 
likely for underage vape users to 

buy these more dangerous black 
market products now since they 
can’t buy any vapes from normal 
tobacco stores.

Simply pushing back the 
smoking age in the name of child 
safety is neither effective nor 
logical. If 18 year-olds are already 
able to enlist in the military, take 
out loans, pay taxes and be tried as 
adults in the justice system, why 
aren’t they considered ‘mature 
enough’ to buy tobacco or alcohol? 

The US government needs to 
make up its mind on when exactly 
Americans are considered adults, 
otherwise, laws like these will 

continue to show that the federal 
government isn’t interested in 
being logically consistent with its 
legislation. 

If you as an individual truly 
are worried about the health risks 
that come with either traditional 
tobacco use or e-cigarettes, just 
make sure you educate yourself 
on their effects and pass on the 
knowledge to those close to you. 

It’s not the job of the federal 
government to be used as a cudgel 
of morality against the Americans 
who are enjoying a vice that has no 
bearing on your life whatsoever.

Ezra Gray 
Contributing Writer

Politicians seem perfectly willing 
to send 18 year-olds to war and 

tax their income, but for some 
reason, it’s a massive problem if 
some college kid decides to buy a 
pack of Newports.

Changing the age will only lead to black-market products gaining popularity. HEALTH.MIL | PHOTO COURTESY

You’re Happy to be Back Aren’t You?
Students who spent break at home excitedly return to campus

Maybe this was your first time 
home for break before you began 
college, maybe it was your fourth or 
fifth, but it always seems surprising 
to watch NDSU students happily 
returning to campus and hanging out 
with friends after break.

It’s hard for us to admit that we’re 
excited to be back at school. Shouldn’t 
we never want to leave home? Here, 
there are classes and responsibilities, 
while at home, you can spend time 
with old friends and let your mom do 
your laundry.

However, it seems for most of us 
that the rose-colored lens we used 
to get through our primary and high 
school days wear off pretty fast. Instead 
of questioning why we would want to 
come back to school, we start to ask, 
how did we ever survive without it?

The first few days home are 
fantastic. You get home-cooked meals 
that you didn’t have to make, or maybe 
you get to spend time with siblings 
who seem genuinely happy to see you. 
You go out to eat and catch up with an 
old friend. Yet, this routine gets old 
pretty quick.

Before you know it, you’re eating 
ramen just like you would at school, 
except now you’re doing it alone 
instead of surrounded by college 
friends equally excited to chow down 
on that cup-o-noodles.

Those siblings who are happy to 
see you quickly remember what being 
siblings means: not getting along or 
remembering a fight from ten years 
ago. Even those old friends you used 
to love spending time with quickly 
become people you feel you have little 
in common with anymore.

Maybe only one of these things 
happens to you, but inevitably, 

the boredom sets in and it can be 
unbearable. Even I had to learn that 
there is a limit to how many hours I 
can watch Netflix before I truly begin 
to lose my mind. 

Then comes the issue of spending 
time with your parents. You may 
have gone to school and learned what 
it means to be an adult, but to them, 
you’re still just their kid. If your days 
at school were filled with your own 
plans and what you wanted to do, 
you’re now helping drive your siblings 
around, run errands or taking down the 
holiday decorations.

This is not to say that these things 
aren’t exactly what kids are expected 
to do for their parents, but it can cramp 
anyone’s style a bit to spend the night 
grocery shopping when they usually 
are downtown with their friends.

Suddenly, that freedom you had 
hardly ever noticed was so essential 
to your day is gone. Soon it’s work, 
family and holiday festivities that have 
taken over your life. When everyone 
at home is vying for some time with 
you before you leave again, you realize 
your break isn’t really a break at all, it’s 
a marathon of socializing and chores.

Everybody really does need to go 
home every once in a while. Seeing 
our family and friends really is so 
important, they did get us through 
those first 18 years or so after all. 

If nothing else, going home gives 
us some perspective of where we are 
now. You think organic chemistry 
sucks? Try spending a night with 
your extended family who only talks 
about politics and invasive medical 
procedures.

So, as hard as it may be to admit: 
you’re a little bit happy to be back 
at NDSU. Your friends and free time 
more than make up for stressful classes 
and adulting, even if you can’t get free 
homemade food.

Delaney Halloran 
Opinion Editor

Don’t be ashamed to admit it, you’d rather sit at class than on your parents’ couch. PIXABAY | PHOTO COURTESY



On Nov. 11, 2017, the World 
Series between Los Angeles 
Dodgers and the Houston Astros 
was all tied up at three games to 
three. By the end of that night, 
the Astros would win and become 
World Series Champions. Today 
in 2020, they have earned the new 
title of World Series Cheaters.

The big news in the baseball 
world came on Monday night as 
the Houston Astros have officially 
been punished for sign-stealing 
during the 2017 season. It has 
been found that Astros were using 
cameras and TV monitors to watch 
the opposing the catcher give signs 
to his pitcher.

This practice of nodding 
and finger-wagging has been in 
baseball for most of the sport’s 
history. While it is perfectly okay 
to closely watch and attempt to 
figure out the signs with the naked 
eye, the use of electronics to do so 

is against the rules.
Sometime before the 2017 

World Series, the Astros had some 
cameras and monitors installed in 
their stadium, Minute Maid Park. 
It has since been confirmed that 
they used this system in all three 
games of the 2017 World Series 
that took place there, as well as in 
regular-season games prior.

Many people are pointing to this 
to explain how the Astros hitters 
were able to shut down the stacked 
Dodgers pitchers. Yu Darvish, 
Clayton Kershaw and Brandon 
Marrow all had astounding seasons 
and it didn’t seem like they could 
be stopped. Then out of nowhere, 
on a night where Kershaw and 
Marrow where pitching, the Astros 
scored 10 runs.

At the time, most attested this 
to overuse of the pitching trio, but 
maybe there’s a new explanation 
for what happened. The details of 

the cheating plot explained that 
the Astros dugout would see the 
Dodgers signs on their TV monitor 
and then bang a trash can based on 
what the pitch would be.

This means that most Astro 
hitter knew what pitch was coming 
before the pitcher was able to wind 
up.

The MLB has now handed 
out punishments to the team and 
those specifically involved. Both 
the Astros general manager, Jeff 
Luhnow, and manager A.J. Hinch, 
have been suspended for one year. 
Shortly after they were suspended, 
they were both fired by Astro’s 
owner Jim Crane. The organization 
as a whole was fined $5 million 
dollars and has been deprived of 
first and second-round draft picks 
for the next two seasons.

While this heavy punishment 
is seen as a good move by many, 
it still doesn’t help one group. 
The 2017 World Series runner up 
LA Dodgers. The Dodgers were 
robbed from a chance at a World 
Series title, a team that has not won 
it since 1988.

The Astros will not be stripped 
of their title. However, their title 
may have a permanent stain on it 
from now moving forward.

One other group hurting after 
this incident is the fans and people 
of Houston. The 2017 World Series 
win was more than just a game. 
2017 was the same year as the 
destruction delivered by Hurricane 
Harvey. The Astros had dedicated 
themselves to bringing some hope 

to the city as many were looking 
through destroyed homes and 
neighborhoods.

This news will sadly have to 
bring an undeserving sour taste to 
the nation’s fourth-biggest city. So 
the question I am sure everyone 
has for the Astros…was it worth it?
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NFL  p layo ff  chaos
The playoffs have been a roller coaster thus far

The NFL playoffs have 
been chaotic, to say the least. 
We have already seen the 
end of the Patriots dynasty, 
one of the biggest chokes 
in playoff history and an 
improbable run by the 
Tennessee Titans to make it 
to the AFC Championship 
game.

Vikings vs. Saints
The Vikings were able 

to pull off the upset of the 
playoffs in New Orleans as 
they beat the Saints 26-20 
in an overtime thriller. The 
narrative over Kirk Cousins’ 
career is that he does not 
show up in big games, but 
in the biggest game of his 
career he outplayed future 
Hall of Famer Drew Brees. 
Cousins threw for 242 yards 
and fired the game-winning 
touchdown in OT to Kyle 
Rudolph, which came three 
plays after probably the best 
throw of Cousins’ career 
when he hit Adam Thielen 
on a 43-yard bomb to put 
the Vikings at the Saints 

two-yard line. Brees only 
threw for 208 yards and one 
touchdown while adding 
two turnovers.

Titans vs. Patriots
Who would’ve thought 

that Ryan Tannehill (or 
Derrick Henry) of all people 
would be the one to end the 
Patriots dynasty. The Titans 
went into Foxborough and 
beat the Patriots 20-13 
behind a great defensive 
performance and a dominant 
game on the ground by 
Henry. Henry rushed for 
182 yards and a touchdown 
and seemed unstoppable 
the whole second half. The 
Patriots offense struggled all 
game long and the Titans put 
the nail in the coffin after a 
Logan Ryan pick-six off of 
Brady.

Titans vs. Ravens
The Titans followed up 

their upset of the Patriots 
with an even bigger upset 
as they went into Baltimore 
and beat the number one 
seed Ravens 28-12. The 
Titans once again leaned 
on Derrick Henry as he ran 
for 195 and even threw a 

touchdown. While he only 
threw for 88 yards, Ryan 
Tannehill did contribute 
three touchdowns on the 
night. The main story here 
though is that once again, 
Lamar Jackson played his 
worst game of the year 
during the biggest moment 
of the season. He struggled 
all night as even though he 
collected over 500 yards of 
offense himself, he had three 
turnovers on the night and 
only one touchdown.

Texans vs. Chiefs
The Chiefs beat the 

Texans in stunning fashion, 
as they won by a score of 
51-31. Anyone who did not 
watch the game and just 
saw the final score probably 
thought that the Chiefs 
dominated from start to 
finish but that was that is far 
from the truth. The Texans 
jumped on the Chiefs early 
as they were able to take 
advantage of Kansas City’s 
mistakes. A blown coverage 
led to an easy touchdown 
for Houston. The Chiefs 
dropped two passes on third 
down, had a blocked punt 
returned for a touchdown 

and muffed a punt leading 
to another touchdown for 
Texans. This was just in 
the first quarter. The game 
came down to three huge 
plays that opened the door 
for the Chiefs improbable 
comeback. The first was 
Bill O’Brien electing to kick 
a field goal on fourth and 
inches which was brought 
into question. The second 
was the kick return by 
Mecole Hardman to give the 
Chiefs great field position 
after the Texans field goal, 
leading to the Chief’s first 
touchdown. The third might 
have been an even worse 
decision than the field goal. 
The Texans faked a punt on 
fourth and five in their own 
territory. It failed and gave 
all the momentum back 
to the Chiefs. The Chiefs 
became the first team in 
NFL history to win by 20-
plus points after having 
trailed by 20-plus points in 
a postseason game. Their 
24-point comeback was 
the fourth largest in playoff 
history.

Vikings vs. 49ers
The 49ers ended the 

Vikings season last Saturday 
as they won 27-10. As we 
have seen all year, the 49ers 
defense was tremendous 
as they held the Vikings to 
ten points and less than 200 
yards of total offense. The 
defensive line dominated the 
Vikings offensive line as they 
collected six sacks including 
two from Defensive Rookie 
of the Year favorite Nick 
Bosa. The Niners were able 
to dominate on the ground 
as they rushed for 186 yards 
and Tevin Coleman had 
a monster game, running 
for 105 yards and two 
touchdowns.

Seahawks vs. 
Packers

The Packers were able 
to hold off a late comeback 
from the Seahawks to win 
28-23. Aaron Rodgers 
looked like the great Aaron 
Rodgers that he’s shown 
glimpses of this season 
but didn’t put it together 
consistently throughout 
the regular season. He 
and Davante Adams 
torched the Seahawks 
secondary as Adams had 

eight catches for 160 yards 
and two touchdowns. For 
the Seahawks, the same 
common trend happened in 
this game, try to run the ball 
and fail over and over while 
the opponent gets a multiple 
possession lead and then let 
Russell Wilson air it out. 
This season the Seahawks 
have used Wilson and the 
passing game as a break-
glass-in-case-of-emergency, 
which is questionable 
considering that he is a top-
three quarterback in the 
league. The Seahawks had 
a chance to win the game, 
getting the ball back with a 
little under five minutes left 
but ended up punting the ball 
back to Green Bay (why?) 
with under three minutes left 
in the game. The Packers 
were able to run the clock 
out the rest of the way.

Looking ahead, the 
Titans will go on the road 
to play the Chiefs, while 
the Packers will travel to 
San Fransisco to play the 
49ers in their respective 
championship games.

Mason Urban 
Staff Writer

PLAYITUSA | PHOTO COURTESYDerrick Henry is a monster sent to take over the NFL.

The Houston Asterisks
W a s  i t  w o r t h  i t ?

David Hoffman
Staff Writer

Manager A.J. Hinch is now suspended, and jobless. WIKICOMMONS | PHOTO COURTESY
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A cut above the rest
The Bison are kings once again

JOHN SWANSON | THE SPECTRUM

The New England Patriot’s 
Super Bowl run last season gave us 
hints the end was coming. A beaten 
and battered Rob Gronkowski 
appeared to be on his last legs. 
Tom Brady was finally starting 
to show his legs and lean on the 
ground game and his defense to 
win games. Patrick Mahomes was 
waiting in the wings to take over 
the AFC.

When the NDSU Bison beat 
James Madison for their third 
straight title and eighth in nine 
years it did not feel like the end 
of something. Instead, it felt like 
a new chapter as NDSU’s football 
dominance was starting to be 
written.

Before the season began, the 
Bison lost their head coach, the 
‘winningest’ quarterback in the 
history of the FCS and graduated 
the most seniors in school history. 
For any other football program, 
this would be a major issue. For 
other schools, losing all these 
key aspects may require multiple 
rebuilding seasons.

But not North Dakota State. 
The Bison do not rebuild. They 
reload.

A big game from Walter 
Payton Award winner Trey Lance 
led the way for the Herd. Lance 
had a whopping 30 carries on the 
ground. He turned those runs into 
181 yards and a touchdown on 
the ground. Lance’s performance 
and toughness made him an 
easy choice for the game’s most 
outstanding player.

The Bison went into halftime up 
21-10 after executing a successful 
fake field-goal with senior safety 
James ‘Jimmy Football’ Hendricks. 
Hendricks, the holder, took the 
snap and sprinted threw the line for 
a walk-in 20-yard touchdown that 
gave the Herd a huge momentum 
boost.

Bison coach Matt Entz talked 
about calling for the fake after the 
game.

“James Madison has not let very 
many people score touchdowns. 
But the one thing they had shown 
is they lined up the exact same was 
every time after a touchdown.”

The fake was the second time 
the Bison were able to duke out 

the Dukes. The first time came ten 
minutes earlier on the first play of 
the second quarter.

Lance took the snap and gave 
it up to WR Phoenix Sproles on 
an end-around. Sproles was then 
able to fake out the Dukes and the 
camera-man by faking a reverse 
and taking the ball down the 
sideline for a 38-yard score.

The game appeared to be put 
out of reach for JMU early in the 
fourth quarter. The Bison were 
facing a 3rd and 23 at the Duke’s 
44 up by just eight. Lance took 
the snap and was able to find 
some daylight as he scampered 
towards the left sideline and outran 
everyone into the end zone.

With the score now 28-13 and 
the momentum completely with 
the green and gold, it felt like it 
was over.

However, the Duke’s refused to 
go quietly.

The two teams exchanged 
punts before JMU was able to 
piece together an 11 play, 46-yard 
scoring drive to pull within eight 
with just under seven minutes to 
go.

On the next possession, the 

Herd worked their way down to 
the JMU 37 and found themselves 
staring at a 4th and two. A first 
down here would all but secure the 
win for the Herd. Riverboat Entz 
kept his offense on the field.

Every player, coach and viewer 
of the game knew who would be 
carrying the ball.

Lance took the snap and was 
stuffed at the line of scrimmage. 
The Dukes took over with three 
timeouts and just under three 
minutes left on the clock. They 
would need a touchdown and two-
point conversation to send the 
game into overtime.

DiNucci and the Duke offense 
worked their way deep into Bison 
territory. With the ball on the Bison 
12 and less than thirty seconds 
remaining. A pass interference call 
on the next play brought the ball 
up to the Bison three with eight 
seconds remaining.

DiNucci took the shotgun snap, 
rolled to his left and fired to WR 
Brandon Polk in the flat.

As has happened for the last 
decade, someone wearing a Bison 
jersey stepped up and made a play.

James Hendricks jumped the 

route and picked the ball off for the 
game’s lone turnover.

“...I just left my guy and knew 
they were gonna throw it and 
trusted he was gonna make the 
throw to flat and not to the guy I 
was supposed to cover.” Hendricks 
said after the game with a smile.

“And I made the play and the 
rest is history.”

History indeed. With the win, 
the Bison became the first college 
football team since the 1894 
powerhouse Yale Bulldogs to go 
16-0 in a season. The win also 
extended their record-breaking 
win-streak to 37 games.

Next year, the Bison will be 
the heavy favorites to take home 
the title once again. NDSU’s run 
over the last nine seasons is firmly 
in the discussion for being one of 
the most dominant stretches by any 
team in the history of sports.

Matt Entz exited the post-
game press conference, his first 
championship as a head coach 
secure. As he returned to his team, 
celebratory cheering and shouting 
echoed from inside of the Bison 
locker room.

Ian Longtin 
Sports Editor

Joey Heisman breaks Clemson
Burrow out-duels Lawrence to complete legendary season

Clemson’s 29-game 
win streak was ended on 
Monday night in the FBS 
National Championship. 
The LSU Tigers defeated 
the Clemson Tigers 42-25 in 
an offensive shootout.

Both teams came into 
the game with undefeated 
14-0 records. Clemson was 
technically the underdog 
as the third seed, although 
they won last year’s 
championship and hadn’t 
lost a game since Jan. 1, 
2018. Clemson QB Trevor 
Lawrence had a perfect 
25-0 record prior to the 
championship game against 
LSU.

Summary
Contrary to the final 

score, the game had a 
slow start. The first four 
drives all resulted in punts. 
Lawrence broke the seal 
with a two-yard keeper 
on the game’s fifth drive. 
QB Joe Burrow would 
connect with sophomore 
WR Ja’Marr Chase on a 52-
yard touchdown reception 
to even the score before the 
end of the first quarter.

Clemson came out firing 
in the second quarter. They 
kicked a field goal, forced 
a punt and took the ball 96 
yards in four plays. WR Tee 
Higgins found the end zone 
on a 36-yard reverse, running 
over several defenders along 
the way. This ten-point lead 

was the last lead Clemson 
would have in the game. 
Joe Burrow and company 
scored three unanswered 
touchdowns to close out 
the half. Burrow ran for 
the first, threw to Chase for 
his second of the game and 
found TE Thaddeus Moss 
for the third of the quarter.

The Clemson Tigers 
showed some resistance in 
the third quarter. RB Travis 
Etienne punched the ball in 
from the three-yard line and 
the two-point conversion 
that followed brought 
Clemson within three 
points. LSU’s lead increased 
to 10 when Burrow found 
Moss in the endzone again. 
Thaddeus, the son of Randy 
Moss, dons the same 81 
that his father wore in New 
England.

The Bayou Bengals 
would tack on another 
touchdown in the fourth 
quarter, while Clemson’s 
offense became stagnant. 
Lawrence and the machine 
would only travel 46 yards in 
10 total fourth-quarter plays. 
The game was all but over 
when Lawrence fumbled 
the ball with four minutes 
remaining in the game. 
LSU ran the clock down by 
handing the ball off to RB 
Clyde Edwards-Helaire. 
Nine of his 16 carries came 
in the final quarter.

Apples to Apples
Where did it go wrong 

for Clemson? Was it simply 
a difference between 

quarterback talent? Defense 
talent? I think coaching 
was the difference between 
winning and losing this 
game. Clemson has elite 
defensive talent, but they 
just couldn’t slow down 
LSU’s receiving corps. Their 
defense showed flashes of 
excellence but just looked 
pathetic other times. LSU 
had 11 plays of 20 yards or 
more. LSU converted just 
four of their 14 third downs, 
but Clemson converted only 
one of their 11. Clemson 
was even penalized 53 fewer 
yards than LSU, but they just 
couldn’t get the job done.

Trevor Lawrence 
converted just 49 percent of 
his passes and had no passing 
touchdowns. Burrow on the 
other hand was phenomenal. 
He threw for 463 yards at 
a 63 percent clip and had 
five passing touchdowns. 
It’s probable that he will be 
the starter for the Bengals’ 
season opener next season. 
Ja’Marr chase caught nine 
passes for 221 yards and two 
touchdowns. While he isn’t 
yet eligible to be drafted, I 
think he has the potential to 
be something special.

NFL Hopefuls
There were a number 

of likely NFL draft picks 
playing in the championship. 
On the LSU side, along with 
Joe Burrow, are CB Kristian 
Fulton, S Grand Delpit, 
EDGE K’Lavon Chaisson, 
C Lloyd Cushenberry and 
WR Justin Jefferson. Delpit 

is a strong bet to be the first 
safety taken off the draft 
board in April.

On the Clemson side 
are LB Isaiah Simmons, 

RB Travis Etienne, WR Tee 
Higgins and CB A.J. Terrell. 
Terrell didn’t do his draft 
stock any favors with his 
performance on Monday. 

Etienne and Simmons 
are near the tops of their 
respective classes. Simmons 
is a projected lottery pick in 
2020.

Philip Atneosen 
Staff Writer

Joe Burrow and the LSU Tigers completed their perfect season on Monday. SPORTSHUB | PHOTO COURTESY
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